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Introducing Author, Teacher, Librarian 

Catherine Rondina 
By Sharon Jennings 

At a recent CANSCAIP meeting, the always vivacious 
Cathy Rondina presented her latest book—P.K. Sub-
an: Fighting Racism to Become a Hockey Superstar and 
Role Model for Athletes of Colour. She had also orga-
nized that night’s program—a panel of librarians 
discussing what they offer young people in their 
branches. Cathy, as a library assistant, was also on 
the panel. And a couple of months before that, Cathy 
was on a panel discussing school visits. And about 
this time last year, Cathy won the Silver Birch Non-
fiction Award for Carey Price: How a First Nations Kid 
Became a Superstar Goaltender. 

And I wondered: who is this superwoman? 
Of course I know the answer. Cathy joined CAN-

SCAIP in 2004 and has been coming to meetings ever 
since; she is a terrific volunteer, and hosts our Pro-
gram Committee annual meeting at her family 
owned recording studio. She’s been to my home sev-
eral times, always with a bottle of wine for the host-
ess. So of course I know who Cathy is! But it is the 
nature of CANSCAIP that although we meet lots of 

people and know lots about them, and may have 
memorized their books, it might never occur to us to 
ask: where were you born? When did you start your 
career? How old are your kids? And what’s this about 
a recording studio?! 
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After suggesting to Barbara Greenwood that we 
Profile Cathy, I also suggested that I write the Profile. 
Why? Because I’m nosy; I like to visit my colleagues 
in their natural habitat and snoop around. Imagine 
my dismay that I’m writing this during Covid-19 iso-
lation/quarantine/physical distancing. We did try to 
set up a driveway interview and photo op—each of us 
holding a hockey stick—but time ran out. 

We went with a couple of Face-
Time interviews and after telling me 
how honoured she was to be profiled, 
we spent a good chunk of time dis-
cussing—what else?—Covid-19. 
Cathy has kept a calendar and puts a 
big X through each day; as we spoke, 
she was at day 70 of not working in 
her library as the assistant branch 
manager. At first she enjoyed the 
spring cleaning and the gardening, 
and the novelty of figuring out how 
to get together with family. She has a 
six year old grandson, and they’ve 
done some visits from the safety of 
the street. But she also has a son who 
has finished grade twelve and will go 
without his graduation and prom, 
and they’ve tried to come up with 
something that will feel celebratory.  

As well, it was heartbreaking for Cathy to forgo 
the book launch for P.K. Suban and to cancel several 
school visits. And then there was the cancellation of 
the York Region’s Battle of the Books; she found out 
that the kids had loved Carey Price, and now the cele-
bration couldn’t take place. So she put together a 
short video, congratulating the kids on reading thirty 
books. “I am trying to be creative, but it is daunting.” 
Like so many of us, she has resolved to give herself a 
break. “Just sit on the couch with a book and a cup of 
tea if that is what you can manage.” And BritBox. 
Loves BritBox! Her daughter says that she’ll watch 
anything with U.K accents.  

I have always been struck by Cathy’s compassion 
for kids whenever she talks about books and her 
readers—either as a library assistant or as an author 
or as a presenter at CANSCAIP. She doesn’t make it 
about her—it’s always about the kids. When I did 
some preliminary research on Cathy, I found a very 
interesting and, I think, very illuminating fact: as a 
child, Cathy was a reluctant reader. I mentioned this 

in our chat, and the floodgates 
opened! 
    “I grew up in a house of avid read-
ers and I couldn’t read. My siblings 
(all much older) were brilliant stu-
dents and I hated school. I didn’t 
sleep at night, worrying about the 
school day, and I felt sick to my 
stomach every morning. I came up 
with all kinds of excuses not to go. I 
fell behind, was bullied, and failed 
grade four. I was devastated and the 
bullying got worse. My parents were 
concerned, but did not know how to 
help me.” 
    But then, as happens so often (and 
we all wish that it happened more 
often), Cathy’s next grade four 

teacher believed in the philosophy ‘the 
right book for the right child at the right time’ and 
gave each student the book she thought they’d enjoy. 
Cathy was given Charlotte’s Web. “I fell in love. I 
couldn’t put it down. I asked if there were other 
books by E.B. White, and of course there were!” 

Cathy is always upfront about sharing her past 
with her young audiences and such honesty always 
wins them over. “I relate to those kids who are strug-
gling.” 

Cathy and I found out that not only did we both 
have sons who had difficulty reading, but both sons 
became readers because of R.L. Stine. And then 
Cathy mentioned how she often has to have little 
‘chats’ with overbearing parents who complain that 
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their kids want to take out only fiction titles from the 
library. “I tell them that they won the lottery if their 
kids love to read.” 

Cathy grew up in the Danforth area of Toronto 
and soon became a regular at the Pape/Danforth 
Public Library. She told me about a room at the back 
that was mahogany panelled with a fireplace. A li-
brarian—wearing a shawl, hair in a bun, sitting in a 
rocking chair—welcomed children to 
story hour. Cathy was a regular, cart-
ing books home by the armload, and 
knew by grade seven that she wanted 
to be a writer when she grew up. And 
by that time (she was the Prime Min-
ister of the Student Council in grade 
eight), she also loved school. 

As we all know, there is no clear-
cut pathway to being a writer, and 
when Cathy finished high school, she 
didn’t know what to do next. She 
worked in Eaton’s for a couple of 
years, married George, a musician, 
and used the money from wedding 
gifts to buy equipment for a record-
ing studio. “We were the typical 
struggling artistic couple.” They had a 
son, and then Cathy decided that if she wanted to be 
a writer, it might be best if she got a job doing some-
thing around books. She just happened to know 
someone in the Toronto Public Library system and 
applied for a job. She was turned down three times 
before landing employment in 1984 as a library as-
sistant.  

“This was one of the best moves I ever made! I had 
found the place that I was meant to be.” At this time, 
juggling a newborn and a new job, Cathy also en-
rolled at Seneca College in Library Techniques. 

It was Cathy’s salary that kept them afloat at first, 
but it was George’s encouragement that pushed 
Cathy into her writing career. Here is the convoluted 
but important story vis à vis Cathy’s start. 

The Canadian band Sheriff released an album in 
1982, and the song When I’m With You went to #8 on 
the charts in 1983. An American DJ started playing it 
again six years later, and it went to #1 on Billboard in 
1989. Cathy mentioned that of course I knew the 
song. I did not. Until I YouTubed it. Of course I knew 
it. The first song at every wedding for years! (And 
now I can’t get it out of my head.) The producer, 

Canadian Stacy Haydon, had held 
onto his rights and was suddenly a 
very wealthy man. George told Cathy 
that this story was Canadian music 
history, and that she should write it 
up. She cold-called the Toronto Star, 
pitched the idea, and they gave her 
two days. She got it done, and I 
squinted into my phone to see the 
framed Star column dated February 
28, 1989. 
    Why was this so important? Be-
cause Cathy now had the courage to 
approach many newspapers and 
magazines selling herself as an en-
tertainment columnist. By then, she 
and George had moved the recording 
studio out of their basement to a 

space in downtown Toronto. Here are 
some of the musicians that have worked with Num-
ber 9, either recording or renting equipment: Will 
Smith, 50 Cent, BareNaked Ladies, David Clayton 
Thomas, The Rolling Stones, Van Morrison, Pink 
Floyd. (Sorry if I sound like a groupie.) The point is—
Cathy had cred. Soon she was writing all sorts of col-
umns, including reviewing children’s music for Kids 
Toronto newspaper (now City Parent). 

In the early 90’s, there was lots of money to be 
earned at textbook companies and Cathy, with her 
huge résumé, began getting gigs to write lots of bits 
and pieces for various publishers. I knew this job 
well; I had worked as a textbook editor at a couple of 
publishers, and we were always looking for someone 
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who could research and write a hundred words for 
grade three on the snowy owl, or 350 words for grade 
six on how a toilet works. Cathy was soon in demand 
and, comparing notes, we realized that we had 
worked for the same companies and for the same 
people. Surely we had passed each other in some 
hallways? 

Cathy shared one of her favourite stories: In 
1996 she was approached by writer Joseph Ramain. 
He wanted to write a book about women and base-
ball, but knew he needed a female co-author or it 
wouldn’t fly. (That might be a pun.) He and Cathy 
wrote Ladies Day: One Woman’s Guide to Pro Baseball. 
At this time, June Callwood was the writer-in-resi-
dence at North York Public Library, and Cathy girded 
her loins and asked June to read the manuscript. 
June did so and asked, “What do you want to hear 
from me? I know what you want to hear. ‘You’re a 
writer’, that’s what you want to hear. Well… you’re a 
writer!” The book came out, to great reviews, and 
then baseball players went on strike. The book 
tanked. Why? It is Cathy’s theory that by next season, 
the public was fed up with professional athletes strik-
ing for more money and wanted nothing to do with 
books about them. 

Cathy kept turning out articles (she has published 
over 1700), and then Hadley Dyer, who had seen 
some of Cathy’s educational work, and was now edi-
tor at Lorimer, approached her about writing a new 
series: Rudeness: Deal with it if you please (2005); Lying: 
Deal with it straight up (2006); and Gossip: Deal with it 
before word gets around (2010). Cathy can’t say enough 
good things about her experience with Hadley and 
insisted that I make note of this. 

Years later, Cathy had the same experience with 
editor Kat Mototsune at Lorimer; because Kat knew 
Cathy through her educational work, she accepted 
Cathy’s pitch for both Carey Price and P.K. Suban. (Dit-
to good things about Kat!) 

Somewhere in here, Cathy took Peter Carver’s and 
then Ted Staunton’s Writing for Children at George 

Brown College. Ted always taught one class for writ-
ing non-fiction, and after hearing Cathy talk, he sug-
gested to Peter that she teach a full course on her 
own. It was cancelled after one year (too many 
would-be writers discount non-fiction). Disappoint-
ed, many of her students contacted her, and Cathy 
has been running the monthly Number 9 Writers’ 
Group out of the studio ever since. Some students 
have been with her for over a decade, and many are 
CANSCAIP Members who are now published. Cathy 
has often told us that even if she’s worked a full day 
at her library branch, she will rush to get to these 
meetings. “I’m exhausted, but it is so wonderfully 
inspiring.” 

Cathy is also inspired by our CANSCAIP meetings 
and comes as often as she can, work schedule permit-
ting. “I feel an energy whenever I leave a meeting. 
I’m recharged and reinvigorated.” She feels the same 
way about Packaging Your Imagination and, when 
asked to present one year, her session was called: “Six 
Degrees of Writing” in which she stressed the impor-
tance of connecting and networking and making 
friends. One year at PYI, she found herself sitting 
between Barbara Reid and Sheila Barry and couldn’t 
believe how friendly they both were. “They treated 
me as an equal. That’s what happens at CANSCAIP.” 

Sitting there, Cathy thought, “I’ll never have this 
chance again,” and decided to ask Sheila if she could 
call her. The result was two books with Kids Can 
Press. In 2010, Don’t Touch that Toad & Other Strange 
Things Adults Tell You (illustrated by Kevin Sylvester) 
was published and won the 2012 Silver Birch Non-
Fiction and the Hackmatack Awards. Lighting our 
World: A Year of Celebrations (illustrated by Jacqui Oak-
ley) was published in 2012. Grateful for her experi-
ence, Cathy dedicated Carey Price in memory of 
Sheila. 

I asked Cathy about the inspiration for Carey Price 
and P.K. Suban. Turns out that her family is very 
sports oriented and her three kids played almost 
everything. Hockey has pride of place and because 
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both boys were goalies, Cathy wanted to let kids un-
derstand the pressure put upon goalies. And with 
these two players, there is also ugly racism. But Carey 
and P.K. do so much work in their communities, and 
Cathy wanted to write about this and about the 
teamwork and camaraderie in sports. As one young 
reader told her at the Forest of Reading Awards, 
“Carey Price is just a really good story!” 

When I asked about her research, I was intrigued 
by the fact that she didn’t interview either hockey 
player. “I wasn’t allowed to. Both their families and 
the NHL refused. They were very protective of their 
image. But  the publisher said not to worry and go 
ahead.”  

Cathy explained the ‘detective’ part of research. 
“Digging into files, locating old school friends and 
hockey teammates. One source of research gold was 
finding an elementary school secretary who provided 
lots of names.” (Cathy also admits that working at a 
library gives her a distinct advantage!) 

I commented that Cathy’s career looks planned, 
as if one thing led to another on purpose. She agreed. 
“It all snowballs. Do the work. Make connections. 
Join groups.” She insisted here that I mention the 
importance in her life of CANSCAIP, The Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre, The Writers’ Union of Cana-
da, IBBY, and other professional associations. “I tell 
my students that there are lots of terrific stories out 
there, and (almost) everyone wants to talk.” 

As our phones were losing power, I asked Cathy 
if she had any other advice for writers. “Say yes to 
everything. You’ll figure it out later. There will always 
be someone to help.” 

I want to add one more item that truly touched 
me: Cathy has a collection of the different covers for 
Charlotte’s Web. That grade four teacher and that one 
book did indeed make a difference in Cathy’s life. 

SHARON JENNINGS is the 
author of over 70 books for 
young people, including the 
GG nominated middle-
grade novel Home Free. 
She has two books coming 
out soon: Tornado with 
Orca, and Unravel with 
Red Deer. She has been a 
proud Member of  
CANSCAIP for 30 years. 

MEET CONNECT SHARE! 

Never miss a meeting: www.canscaip.org/
EventsCalendar! Add CANSCAIP events 
straight to your calendar or inbox with  

handy RSS and calendar tools.  

Montreal: CANSCAIP meetings are held 
regularly. For more information, contact  

Carol-Ann Hoyte. kidlitfan1972@yahoo.ca 

Toronto: Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of each month, ten times a year. 

Meetings in summer-fall 2020:  
June 10, Sept. 9, Oct. 14, Nov. 11 & Dec. 9.  

See website for location and topic:  
www.canscaip.org/Monthly-Meetings. 

Saskatchewan: Your Saskatchewan 
representative is Dianne Young. 

dianne.young@sasktel.net.  

5

http://www.canscaip.org/EventsCalendar
http://www.canscaip.org/EventsCalendar
mailto:kidlitfan1972@yahoo.ca
http://www.canscaip.org/Monthly-Meetings
mailto:dianne.young@sasktel.net


CANSCAIP NEWSLETTER  •  VOLUME 42  NUMBER 3  •  SUMMER 2020

Congratulations 
CANSCAIP Members! 
WINNER of Rocky Mountain Book Award 
Susin Nielsen for No Fixed Address (Tundra Books) 

SHORTLISTED for the IODE Jean Throop 
Children’s Book Award 
Theo Heras for My Puppy Patch (Pajama Press), illus. 
by Alice Carter 

Monica Kulling for Aunt Pearl (Groundwood Books), 
illus. by Irene Luxbacher 

SHORTLISTED for the IODE Jean Violet 
Downey Children’s Book Award 
Cary Fagan for The Collected Works of Gretchen Oyster 
(Tundra Books) 

Terry Lynn Johnson for Dog Driven (Houghton Mifflin 
Books) 

Michelle Mulder for The Vegetable Museum (Orca 
Books) 

Eric Walters and Kathy Kacer for Broken String (Pen-
guin Random House) 

SHORTLISTED for the Arthur Ellis Award, 
Best Juvenile Mystery 
Liam O'Donnell for Tank & Fizz: The Case of the Tentacle 
Terror (Orca Book Publishers) 

SHORTLISTED for the Hackmatack  
Readers’ Choice Award 
• FICTION 

Jan L. Coates for Talking to the Moon (Red Deer Press) 

Charis Cotter for The Ghost Road (Tundra Books) 

Susin Nielsen for No Fixed Address (Tundra Books) 

• NON-FICTION 

Helaine Becker for Hubots: Real World Robots Inspired 
by Humans (KidsCan Press) 

Anne Laurel Carter and Stella Bowles for My River: 
Cleaning Up the LaHavre River (Formac Publishing) 

Anne Love and Jane Drake for Rewilding: Giving Nature 
A Second Chance (Annick Press) 

Elizabeth MacLeod for Meet Viola Desmond (Scholastic 
Press) 

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch and Van Ho for Too Young to 
Escape: A Vietnamese Girl Waits to be Reunited with Her 
Family (Pajama Press) 

SHORTLISTED for the Red Cedar  
Readers’ Choice Award 
Andrea Curtis for Eat This (Red Deer Press) 

Claire Eamer for Out of the Ice (Kids Can Press) 

Etta Kaner for Wild Building and Bridges (Kids Can 
Press) 

Robert Laidlaw for Bat Citizens (Pajama Press) 

Elizabeth MacLeod  for Super Cats (Annick Press) 

Anne Renaud and Richard Rudniki for Fania’s Heart 
(Second Story Press) 

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch and Van Ho for Too Young to 
Escape: A Vietnamese Girl Waits to be Reunited with Her 
Family (Pajama Press) 
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IN MEMORIAM: Jean Little 
We note with sadness that beloved children’s writer 
Jean Little died on April 6, 2020. Jean was born in 

1930 in Taiwan to 
missionary par-
ents. When the 
outbreak of war 
sent the family 
back to Canada, 
they settled in 
Guelph where 
Jean lived for the 
rest of her life. 
There she wrote 
the books that 
made her a 
household name 

starting with Mine For Keeps the story of a nine-year-
old girl who had cerebral palsy.  

Jean was born with scarred corneas and later be-
came blind. As a result of her own experiences, many 
of her protagonists are shown coping with adversity 
and struggling through challenges. Her thirty-five 
titles include picture books, middle grade novels, 
young adult books and two memoirs. 

Jean’s many awards include the Ruth Schwartz 
Award, Governor General’s Award, Vicky Metcalf 
Award, Horn Book Honour Award and multiple nom-
inations for IBBY’s Astrid Lindgren Award. She was 
named a Member of the Order of Canada and grant-
ed a Doctor of Letters from the University of Guelph. 

As a founding member of CANSCAIP, Jean is a 
well-remembered participant at our monthly meet-
ings over the past 40 years. 

Pat Hancock remembers:  
I remember the first time I attended a CANSCAIP 
meeting early in 1978. Madeline Freeman, a founding 
member and my writing teacher at the time, had 
asked me to join the fledgling organization as a 
Friend (a new category the executive had come up 
with to increase membership and income).  So I 

showed up the next Wednesday evening, paid my $10 
membership fee,  got my little membership card, and 
slipped into the back row.  

I knew no one but Madeline, but there was some-
one I definitely wanted to know—who it was at the 
front of the room that often spoke up out of turn. 
When I reached Madeline during the coffee break, I 
asked her. “Oh, that’s Jean Little,” she said. “Would 
you like to meet her?” Would I! I had two of her books 
already, Mine for Keeps  and From Anna, right up there 
on my kids’ books shelf with Heidi, Little Women, 
Pinocchio,  A Wrinkle in Time and Charlotte’s Web, just 
to name a few. And thanks to Madeline, I had learned 
she was a Canadian author. A living author and I 
could meet her. Wow. 

Madeline introduced me to Jean Little that night, 
and Jean said, “I’ll remember you. That voice is one to 
remember.” And, you know, she did. Time after time, 
over the years, when I’d approach her I rarely had to 
get past, “Hi, Jean. It’s…” and she’d jump in with ‘Hi, 
Pat”.  

I remember being a little nervous that first time I 
met Jean Little, but I remember being especially ner-
vous a few years later when I had to call her and she 
was pretty famous by then. I was doing a lot of writ-
ing for Scholastic’s Language Arts programs, and an 
editor assigned me an article about Jean and her 
beloved guide dog, Zephyr. So I did lots of research, 
screwed up my courage (I’d never interviewed any-
one before), and made the call. 

Opening pleasantries went well, and then I said 
something to the effect that the editor thought kids 
would like to know about how one gets a guide dog 
like Zeph…I never finished the  name Zephyr. It was 
as if she had interrupted me at a meeting. “No,” she 
said. “Not guide dog, Pat. Dog guide.  It’s the dog 
that’s doing the guiding.” Oooops?. Did I feel stupid 
or what? Even more so when I foolishly tried to ar-
gue, “But everybody says that.” I can still hear her 
saying, “Then they’re all wrong. Make sure you get 
that right for the kids.” I did, and I got it right for the 
editor too when she figured I hadn’t. Jean had mailed 
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me literature from the Dog Guide Program where 
she had met and trained with Zephyr. How was that 
for a reliable source? 

A few years after that, I remember feeling privi-
leged when Jean asked if I’d do her a favour. We, and 
several other children’s writers, were attending a 
week-long children’s literature institute south of the 
border. In preparation, we had to read at least 40 
books, and Jean had to be very familiar with all of 
them because she would be leading one of the ses-
sions. She already knew many of the books, but she 
had to farm out those she didn’t to people who’d read 
and tape them for her. She asked me if I’d read two 
for her. Of course I said yes. I worried about how 
gruff and loud my voice would sound, but she already 
knew that, didn’t she? She thanked me afterwards, 
and I sincerely answered, “It was my pleasure.” 

And I’ll never forget October 9, 1991, my first night 
in the chair as CANSCAIP President. There was a big 
crowd. Always was for the turnover from the old to 
the new executive. The gifts, presentations and 
speeches were finally over, and control was in my 
trembling hands. I started working my way through 
the agenda when someone made a particular sugges-
tion from the floor. I remember thinking it wasn’t 
such a good idea because “that’d be like the blind 
leading the blind.” Jean, of course, was sitting in the 
front row. 

“Na, na, na, na,” she spoke up loudly as I stood 
there wishing to disappear. Then, mercifully, she 
added, “What would be wrong with that?” “Nothing, 
Jean, nothing. You’re right,” I grovelled. “I’m sorry.” 
“That’s okay, she answered. “Don’t do it again.” And I 
never did. 

CANSCAIP brought Jean and me together. We 
weren’t close friends, but we got along well, and I 
was always grateful for the time we did spend to-
gether. She never lorded it over a beginning writer, 
and she taught me a lot along the way. And even as 
recently as two years ago at a Scholastic party, when I 
hadn’t seen her in quite a while and I started to say, 

“Hi, Jean, it’s…” , she piped up. “Hi, Pat.” She still re-
membered me. I’ll always remember her. 

IN MEMORIAM: Hy Sarick 
We are sorry to note the passing of Hy Sarick on 
April 7,2020. Hy and Judy Sarick opened the Chil-
dren’s Book Store 
in Toronto in 
1974. Their unwa-
vering focus on 
quality and their 
community-
building business 
approach had an 
enormous influ-
ence on Canada’s 
children’s book 
industry. Hy was 
passionate about 
music, and his 
support boosted the careers of many Canadian chil-
dren’s performers. Until the Children’s Book Store 
closed in 2000, it was a hub for educators, librarians 
and publishers as well as authors, illustrators and 
musicians. Countless children, parents and grand-
parents considered it an exhilarating destination 
shopping trip.  

Friend and colleague Maria Martella says: Hy be-
lieved children should have the best music and many 
Canadian children’s musicians will remember how 
much he helped them launch their careers. He fought 
for artists and created a beautiful space for them to 
perform. He made a huge contribution to what I do 
as a bookseller. I will miss his sense of humour, his 
generosity and his wisdom. 
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Noteworthy 
BOOK GIVEAWAY: The 2020 TD Grade One Give-
away is Mortimer by Robert Munsch and Michael 
Martchenko, published by Annick Press. In Sep-
tember each Grade One child across Canada will be 
presented with a free copy. Francophone and French 
immersion students will receive copies of Le dodo de 
Mortimer, published by Éditions Scholastic. The 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre administers the 
Giveaway. They say: As we celebrate 20 years of the 
TD Grade One Book Giveaway, we are reminded of 
the way books can bring us together as a community. 
Mortimer joins 19 other phenomenal picture books 
that have been selected as TD Grade One Book Give-
away titles since 2000. Mortimer’s publisher, Annick 
Press was named a finalist in this year’s Bologna 
Prize for the Best Children’s Publisher of the Year, 
awarded annually at the fair in Bologna. 

ON-LINE BOOK CLUB: Winnipeg member Colleen 
Nelson and local Librarian and ‘kidlit dynamo’ Kathie 
MacIsaac, have teamed up to start an online book 
club. MG Lit Book Club meets monthly and invites 
readers and authors to connect through a Zoom chat. 
More info can be found at https://mglitbook-
club.weebly.com. Kenneth Oppel, Tanya Lloyd Kyi, 
Marsha Skrypuch  and Michelle Kadarusman are all 
scheduled guests over the coming months. 

CANSCAIP Sask Report: Planning optimistically 
continues for the 2021 CANSCAIP Prairie Horizons 
conference May 21-23 in Saskatoon. The theme will 
be “New World, New Opportunities” which is cer-
tainly what we are all facing. Saskatchewan has not 
been hit as hard by COVID-19 as some other prov-
inces—only 620 cases and 7 deaths so far, but life as 
we knew it has definitely changed. Interestingly, 
people are now learning what it’s like to work in iso-
lation, like most writers and illustrators do normally. 

Thank goodness for social media in these days of 
physical distancing.  

Every two weeks another member is profiled on 
the CANSCAIP Sask website’s feature Meet Our (Na-
tional) Members, but more participants are needed! 
If you are a CANSCAIP member or friend, and would 
like to participate, the details can be found at https://
skcanscaip.wordpress.com/2020/02/07/meet-our-
national-members-wants-you/. Submitted by Dianne 
Young, Social Media Team, CANSCAIP Sask.  

SAVE THE DATE: CANSCAIP's 36th Packaging Your 
Imagination (PYI) will be held on Saturday, October 
24, 2020 at the Li Ka Shing Knowledge Centre, near 
Yonge and Dundas, Toronto, ON. Keynote speakers: 
Adwoa Badoe and Teresa Toten. Registration opens 
in June. More information to come. 

LOGO VARIATION: Our front-page logo variation is 
by Ben Hodson. You can see more of his art in Richard 
Was a Picker (Orca Book Publishers) written by Car-
olyn Beck, Gran On a Fan (HarperCollins) written by 
Kevin Bolger, and many other titles. 

USING SOCIAL MEDIA: From time to time CAN-
SCAIP would like to help promote its Members and 
Friends and their work on our social media, through 
#FollowFriday as well as other campaigns. Do you 
know of a CANSCAIP Member or Friend whose work 
(behind the scenes or public) you admire and feel 
deserves more recognition? Or are you a Member or 
Friend who would appreciate a shout-out? If so, 
please fill out this form. Your info will not be shared 
with any third parties. And be sure to follow CAN-
SCAIP on Twitter and Facebook. 

FOLLOW CANSCAIP: Looking for some new friends? 
There is now a handy page on the CANSCAIP website 
where the Twitter handles of our professional mem-
bers are listed (http://canscaip.org/page-1862893). 
Let’s follow each other and help promote each other’s 
work. And follow @CANSCAIP too.  
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FINDING CANADIAN BOOKS:  49thShelf.com is a 
website devoted to Canadian children’s books. Pro-
duced by the Association of Canadian Publishers to-
gether with the Canadian Publishers’ Council, and 
with funding from the Department of Canadian Her-
itage and the Ontario Media Development Corpora-
tion and a lead sponsorship from Amazon.ca., its 
purpose is to make it easier for readers to discover 
Canadian books in all genres, from bestselling au-
thors to new talent, from publishers large and small, 
from all regions of the country.  

CREATIVE WRITING: If you are teaching a course in 
writing or illustration for the children’s market, we’d 
love to send you a package of brochures about CAN-
SCAIP and about Packaging Your Imagination to 
distribute to your students. Email our office 
(office@canscaip.org) to let Helena Aalto know how 
many you may need.  

ILLUSTRATORS: We are looking for more logo varia-
tions to dress up the NEWS. For inspiration, you can 
view our current ones at the logo site on our home 
page. If you are a full CANSCAIP member and an il-
lustrator and you would like to submit your version 
for possible use, here are the specifics: Digital sub-
mission is preferred, so scan your art at 300 dpi and 
email the file to office@canscaip.org. Make sure you 
put CANSCAIP Logo Submission in the subject line. 
We’d love to have colourful, playful art. Those who 
find scanning a challenge can send paper art to the 
CANSCAIP office. 
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From the  
   President’s Desk 
By Sharon Jennings 

Delivered at the CANSCAIP AGM on May 13, 2020 

Thank you for joining us today and, as always, thank 
you for being a Member of this wonderful society that is 
CANSCAIP. We are living, surviving, 
coping and creating in spite of this 
pandemic. We are also learning at a 
fast—dare I say ‘unprecedented’—
pace, which is why we can gather to-
gether on Zoom and feel quite confi-
dent and perhaps even smug, as we 
navigate new technology. 

May I acknowledge that Canada is 
home to many First Nations, Inuit, and 
Metis People. If we were meeting at 
our usual location in a Toronto Public 
Library, instead of across Canada, I 
would state that the land on which we gather is the tra-
ditional territory of the Mississaugas of the Credit, the 
Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee, and 
the Wendat peoples. CANSCAIP encourages all our 
Members across Canada to make similar appropriate 
acknowledgement at meetings. 

As you are all aware, Canada’s beloved children’s 
author Jean Little died last month on April 6th, in her 
89th year. But in case you don’t know, Jean was one of 
the eleven founding Members of CANSCAIP. In 1977, 
she and ten other children’s creators had been invited 
to a literary festival in Port Colborne, Ontario. They had 
never met before, hadn’t even heard of each other, but 
they shared their stories and expertise and, becoming 
friends, they decided to keep the momentum going. 
They formed CANSCAIP, began monthly meetings the 
following year, and mailed out typewritten notes to a 
growing Membership across Canada. And although 
Claire MacKay often said that “this will never work”, it 
clearly did. 

The founders decided in the early days that they 
would be a support group. They saw themselves as 
teachers, and they would share what they knew about 
craft, offering concrete advice and professional guid-
ance. They also agreed that they would not be a political 
organization; they would not lobby or do advocacy 
work. As volunteers, working around a dining room 
table or out of someone’s basement, such steps were 
beyond them. There already existed The Writers’ Union 

of Canada which had the financial 
clout and the infrastructure to lobby 
the Canadian government and handle 
such things as contract disputes. There 
was also the newly formed Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre—an organiza-
tion that celebrated and supported the 
successes in the children’s book indus-
try. And I want to point out here that 
the CCBC also gives out starred re-
views and awards; CANSCAIP does not 
judge its Members in any way. 
Jean Little and the others decided that 

CANSCAIP might survive if it remained grass roots. 
CANSCAIP would be composed of volunteers willing to 
donate their time in order to facilitate others willing to 
share their knowledge. Our first office manager/secre-
tary (unpaid) was Claire’s Mackay’s mother. Although 
CANSCAIP is eligible for an occasional small grant, we 
rely mostly on our Membership dues and revenues from 
Packaging Your Imagination and the Writing for Chil-
dren Competition. On such a small budget, there is only 
so much that we can do. I have warned people repeated-
ly that organizations such as ours often crumble under 
the weight of good intentions. 

CANSCAIP is in its fifth decade. And we are still 
chugging along. We haven’t tried to be all things to all 
people. We have a very small niche and we have per-
formed above our weight. Many of you will not know 
that in the early days, publishers were not enamoured 
of this initiative, preferring that we didn’t share our 
knowledge and war stories. Over the years, we have be-
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come very respected by publishers who eagerly give of 
their time to speak at our monthly meetings.  

I want to reassure you that every proposal that we 
receive about what we might or should do is filtered 
through our Mission Statement—does this suggestion 
provide professional development and support? Have 
you laid out concrete, actionable steps to take? And if 
so, can it be easily managed with part-time staff and 
volunteers? 

Sadly, the answer is often ‘no’. We are not an arts 
institution with an HR department, on-staff lawyers, 
and fully staffed offices across the country. (And, by the 
way, if you haven’t been to our office, it is a desk in the 
doorway of office space shared with two other organi-
zations.) 

However, sometimes the response to a proposal is 
an enthusiastic ‘yes’! When Eric Walters approached 
me about possible CANSCAIP involvement with what 
became I Read Canadian Day, we wholeheartedly got on 
board. This project supported all our Members; we were 
invited to be willing volunteers in our own promotional 
ventures; the CANSCAIP office could easily send eblast 
announcements daily. Nor did Eric expect other volun-
teers to manage the extensive workload. 

This is crucial to remember at this time of staring 
into the abyss. Who knows what CANSCAIP will look 
like at this time next year. We count on people becom-
ing Members and, once you’ve paid your dues— Con-
gratulations! You are now eligible to volunteer your 
time for free! (Some of you will point out that it is re-
dundant to use ‘volunteer’ and ‘free’ in the same sen-
tence. I beg to differ: no matter how many times I say 
we’re volunteers, there are some who act as if we are 
paid a good salary with benefits!) 

If too many of us are in financial difficulties and our 
Membership fee is just one expense too far, then this 
great experiment, this wonderful society, will meet its 
demise. If we don’t have Members there is no Board, 
there are no committees to organize PYI or monthly 
meetings, there is no one to volunteer their time to 
judge our Writing Competition.  

Without our Member volunteers, there is no there 
there. We are not an ivy-covered old stone building that 
we can point to. We are an idea. We are friendships and 
support networks. We are fortunate in Toronto that 
there are so many of us to gather in one spot (and hope-
fully we will again do so). But wherever you are, and 
even if you are with only one other creator, I do hope 
that you will embrace the CANSCAIP spirit and support 
each other. 

I thought about the phone calls that I had just in the 
last few days; I noticed the number of birthdays I cele-
brated on FaceBook and the amount of emojis that I 
clicked and the number of comments that I left, and I 
was astounded by how many of those calls and clicks 
and comments were from or for people that I had met 
through CANSCAIP. I acknowledged how diminished 
life would be without my CANSCAIP friends and col-
leagues. 

All of us are sharing stories about how we’re manag-
ing these days. I decided to finally clean up and clear off 
my desk. Those piles of paper have found a home—in a 
properly labeled file, or in the recycle bin. And I came 
across a letter (paper and mailed with a stamp) dated 
thirty years ago—May 16, 1990. “Dear Sharon. Welcome 
to CANSCAIP. We’re very pleased you decided to join 
us. I hope to meet you in person very soon. Yours sin-
cerely, Claire Mackay.” 

I’ll end as I begin each monthly meeting by thanking 
those who have volunteered their time this year and 
many years: Bill Swan, Jennifer Maruno, Anitha Robin-
son, Lorna Schultz Nicolson, Holly Main, Michele 
Nidenoff, Rita Bates, Loretta Garbutt, Deb Attas, Cathy 
Rondina, Patricia Storms, Jennifer Mook-Sang, Debbi 
Ohi, Jillian Dobson, Gillian O’Reilly, Heather Camlot, 
Caroline Fernandez, Mireille Messier, Mahtab Nar-
simhan, Liz MacLeod, Monique Polak, Sean Cassidy, 
Rob Morphy, and the wonderful Barbara Greenwood. 
Heartfelt thanks to our staff as well: Venessa Harris, 
our Office Administrator, and Helena Aalto, our Ad-
ministrative Director.  
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Welcome! 
By Monique Polak 

In this column we welcome our newest Members. 

JENNIFER BROWN, BFA, MFA, Concordia University, 
was an art educator in Montreal from 1972-2000. Her 
passions are the written word, art history, teaching 
art and studio art. She moved to P.E.I. in 2003, where 
she creates artist’s books in her studio. She was 
trained by bookbinder Louise Genest. While teach-
ing, she illustrated children’s materials published by 
the Ministère de l’éducation de Quebec. She works in 
diverse media, preferring handmade books and 
paintings incorporating the written word. Tallulah 
the Theatre Cat is a local legend which needed to be 
recorded, so she wrote and illustrated her story, 
which was awarded the L.M.Montgomery Award for 
New Children’s Authors in 2010. 

Hawaii-born author ANNE 
BUSTARD was named af-
ter Anne of Green Gables. 
She holds an MFA from 
Vermont College of Fine 
Arts in addition to degrees 
from the University of 
Texas at Austin. Books 
have always been a part of 
Anne’s life. She taught in 
elementary schools and 

universities, and co-owned Toad Hall Children’s 
Bookstore. She is the author of non-fiction works for 
young readers including the award-winning Buddy: 
The Story of Buddy Holly (Paula Wiseman Books/Si-
mon & Schuster Books for Young Readers). Anywhere 
but Paradise (Lerner Publishing) is her award-win-
ning middle grade historical novel. Blue Skies (Simon 
& Schuster Books for Young Readers) her next mid-
dle grade historical novel, will be released in 2020 
along with RAD! (Abrams Books for Young Readers) 

illustrated by Daniel Wiseman. Anne now lives in 
Hamilton, Ontario. 

ANI CASTILLO is an author 
and illustrator born in 
Guadalajara, Mexico. She 
worked for 15 years as a 
cartoonist for Canadian 
and Mexican newspapers. 
She lives in Toronto with 
her two daughters and is 
learning to bake with co-
conut flour and play the 
guitar like her beloved 
Mexican dad. She is the author and illustrator of the 
picture book Ping (Little Brown, 2019).  

HEATHER GALE is a for-
mer orthotist and author 
originally from New Zea-
land. Heather loves stories 
of all kinds, but she espe-
cially loves those that fea-
ture real people like Ho’o-
nani. She fell in love with 
the art of storytelling dur-
ing long car rides, making 
up stories to go with the 
scenes flashing by. Heather has two sons and now 
lives in Toronto with her husband and their two 
dogs. She is the author of Ho’onani: Hula Warrior 
(Tundra Books, 2019). 

LESLIE GARRETT is a jour-
nalist and author who has 
written more than a 
dozen books for children, 
including SuperKids 
(HarperCollins) and bi-
ographies of Muhammad 
Ali and Helen Keller (both 
Dorling Kindersley). Su-
perKids was short-listed 
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for the Red Cedar Award. Leslie lives in London, On-
tario.  

NEIL HOOSON has worked 
on books, brand and mar-
keting campaigns, and 
interactive experiences. 
He worked for the Walt 
Disney Company for near-
ly 10 years, as an illustra-
tor and art director, and 
he is currently art director 
on the Pete the Cat animat-
ed series for Amazon 

Prime. By far, Neil and and his wife Deanna’s great-
est creative challenge is raising four (very busy, very 
amazing) boys. Neil is also the co-creator and illus-
trator of the Snazzy Cat Capers chapter book series, as 
well as the Glam Prix Racers graphic novel series. He 
lives in Kelowna, BC. 

UMA KRISHNASWAMI is 
the author of numerous 
books for young readers, 
from picture books (The 
Girl of the Wish Garden, Out 
of the Way! Out of the Way! 
and Bright Sky, Starry City), 
to novels for young read-
ers (The Grand Plan to Fix 
Everything and Step Up to 
the Plate, Maria Singh). She 

currently has nonfiction books in press with 
Atheneum and Groundwood Books. Uma’s books 
have been picked for CCBC Choices, Parents’ Choice, 
Junior Library Guild, USBBY’s Outstanding In-
ternational Books, South Asia Book Award Honour, 
Bank Street Best Books of the Year, Children’s Choice 
nominations in the US and Canada, the Scholastic 
Asian Book Award (Singapore), Crossword Award 
(India), APALA award, FOCAL award, and others. 
Uma teaches at Vermont College of Fine Arts, Mont-

pelier, Vermont, in the MFA program in Writing for 
Children and Young Adults. Many of her students 
have gone on to establish successful writing careers. 

SHERRY LEE has worked in the Canadian book indus-
try for almost 40 years, first as a bookseller and then 
in publishing as a sales rep. She has been with Simon 
and Schuster Canada for twenty years. Her first posi-
tion was at The Children’s Bookstore when it was on 
Markham St. in Toronto. Since that time she has cre-
ated a wonderful personal library of the most special 
children’s picture books. Sherry’s first published 
book is Going Up! illustrated by Charlene Chua, edit-
ed by Yasemin Ucar, and published by Kids Can 
Press. 

IRENE LUXBACHER is a 
Canadian artist and au-
thor. She has received 
numerous awards and 
nominations for many of 
her children’s books over 
the years, including a 
Governor General’s Nom-
ination for her illustra-
tions in Andrew Larsen’s 
Imaginary Garden. Some of 
the picture books she has both written and illustrated 
include Deep Underwater, Mr. Frank and Once I Was a 
Bear. She lives in Toronto with her family. 

SUE MACARTNEY was 
born in British Columbia. 
While the ocean and rain-
forest remain close to her 
heart, since childhood she 
has been on the move, liv-
ing in West and East 
Africa, the Caribbean, 
France, Central Canada, 
Japan, India and Scandi-
navia. This journey, weav-
ing in and out of different cultures and landscapes, 
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fed her curiosity and  imagination. After obtaining 
an MA in Anthropology, Sue’s love of art and drawing 
led to an Honours degree in Graphic Design. Her 
adventures—global and professional—continued, 
with work as a graphic designer for the Yokohama 
Chamber of Commerce and as a primary school art 
specialist in Stockholm. She currently teaches the 
junior Nature Sketch program at The Bateman 
Foundation. She has a love of nature and lives in Vic-
toria with her husband and a backyard full of birds. 
Sue’s picture book Benjamin’s Blue Feet will be released 
by Pajama Press in June.  

CHRISTINA MATULA is 
originally from Ottawa 
and currently living in 
Hong Kong. Being a child 
of immigrant parents, she 
has always been curious 
about other cultures and 
far-off places, and moving 
to Asia gave her the 
chance to explore her Chi-
nese cultural roots. She 

loves sharing stories that will spark an interest in 
and passion for Chinese culture in young readers. 
Her debut picture book The Shadow in the Moon 
(Charlesbridge, 2018), about the Lunar Mid-Autumn 
Festival, was the winner of a CALA 2019 Best Book 
Award as chosen by the Chinese American Librari-
ans’ Association. She is a board director at the family 
literacy organization Bring Me A Book and is en-
rolled in the MFA in Creative Writing program at the 
University of Hong Kong. 

CARMEN MOK is an award-winning illustrator with 
prior experience in product design, hand-lettering 
and graphic design. After studying studio art at Uni-
versity of Waterloo and design at Sheridan College, 
she decided to dedicate herself to children’s illustra-
tion. She is the illustrator of Grandmother’s Visit, writ-
ten by Betty Quan, and Waiting for Sophie, written by 

Sarah Ellis. Grandmother’s 
Visit was selected as the 
picture book honour title 
of the 2018-2019 Asian/Pa-
cific American Award, and 
made the 2019 short list 
for the IODE Ontario Jean 
Throop Book Award. Car-
men received the SCBWI 
Canada East People’s 
Choice Award for Illustra-
tion in 2017 and the Exceptional Portfolio Award and 
the Storyteller Award in 2018. Her work was featured 
in the SCBWI Canada East Art Show in 2016 and 2017 
and the 2018 CANSCAIP Art Show and Illustrator Art 
Exhibit in Toronto. Carmen lives in St. Catharines, 
Ontario. 

CORI MORDAUNT studied 
fashion at Ryerson, Eng-
lish at the University of 
Toronto, and graduated in 
library techniques from 
Seneca College. She 
worked in a film library, a 
business library, and a 
public library. While at the 
Toronto Public Library, 
Cori read to preschool 
children during story-time and conducted class visits 
in local schools to inspire young readers. In 2017, af-
ter 23 enjoyable years, Cori retired from TPL. It was 
through The Institute of Children’s Literature that 
Cori wrote the first draft of her historical fiction nov-
el, Keep the Light Burning, which will be published this 
June by The Brucedale Press. Cori has been published 
in two anthologies, a students’ guide, Nature Friend 
magazine, and in three blogs. She and her husband, 
Gene, explore the world through travel and photog-
raphy. They have two married sons and six grand-
children. To learn more about Cori, visit www.cori-
mordaunt.com. 
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NEWS ROUNDUP 
By Elizabeth MacLeod 

Deadline for FALL NEWS: August 20, 2020 
We’d love to hear from you! Let us know about your new 
books, tours, awards, launches, etc. Email the details, 
including your town and province, with the subject line: 
FALL NEWS to NewsRoundup@canscaip.org. 

ATLANTIC REGION 
LYNN DAVIES is happy to 
announce that her collec-
tion of riddle poems So 
Imagine Me (Nimbus Pub-
lications) is scheduled for 
publication July 30. The 
riddles pose lively ques-
tions about the natural 
world, such as what ani-
mal has four toes on its 
front feet and five toes on 

its back feet? What hangs in the forest and makes a 
great green bristly moustache? Illustrator Chrissie 
Park-McNeil has created fabulous images of nature 
that suggest possible answers to the riddles. In these 
pandemic times, Lynn has been gardening, baking 
more bread than usual and rereading old favourites, 
including Emily of New Moon, The Wind in the Willows 
and A Child’s Garden of Verses. She lives in Fredericton. 

VICKI GRANT recently signed a two-book deal for the 
young-adult thriller Tell Me When You Feel Something 
and a middle-grade mystery titled Green Velvet Dress, 
Worn Once (both Penguin Random House). Vicki lives 
in Halifax. 

JESSICA SCOTT KERRIN says, “My son (now at home 
finishing first-year medicine online) forwarded this 
video link—youtube.com/watch?
v=snAhsXyO3Ck&t=0s—to me. Writers are well-po-
sitioned to cope with long-term isolation,” she con-

tinues, “but my goal is come out of this a better per-
son than who I was coming into the lockdown. I hope 
this short video helps reinforce what many of you 
already know. It’s just nice to see it in graphics.” Jes-
sica lives in Halifax.  

MELANIE MOSHER launches her middle-grade novel 
A Beginner’s Guide to Goodbye (Nimbus Press) in June. 
This gentle story follows ten-year-old Laney during 
her first summer at the cottage without her little sis-
ter, Jenny. It is a story of loss and grief, but also of 
hope and resilience set along the Northumberland 
Strait where days are filled with swimming, seashells 
and cherry Kool-Aid. A must read for all ages, A Be-
ginner’s Guide to Goodbye provides comfort to those 
who have experienced loss and encourages empathy 
for those who are near. Melanie lives in Gaetz Brook, 
NS. 

VALERIE SHERRARD reports that the official release 
date of her middle-grade novel, The Rise and Fall of 
Derek Cowell (Dancing Cat Books), was delayed to 
June at the earliest. But it hasn’t been all bad news for 
Valerie. She recently took part in the “I Value Cana-
dian Stories” podcast series and spent an enjoyable 
half hour chatting with host Stephen Hurley. Go to 
voiced.ca/podcast_episode_post/valerie-sherrard/ if 
you’d like to listen to hear Valerie’s interview. She 
lives in Miramichi, NB. 

SUSAN WHITE is pleased to announce that her next 
book, When the Hill Came Down, will be released in 
July. The release date was delayed by COVID-19. Su-
san’s book Fear of Drowning (both Acorn Press) was 
shortlisted for the Mrs. Dunster’s Award for Fiction, 
one of the New Brunswick Book Awards. The awards 
ceremony has been postponed to a later date. Susan 
lives on the Kingston Peninsula, NB.  
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QUEBEC 

Welcome to new Friend: Donna Glasgow, L’Ile-
Bizard. 

ANDREW KATZ is SUPER 
excited to share that his 
second picture book, I Just 
Want To Be Super! (Crack-
Boom! Books), illustrated 
by Tony Luzano, will be 
blasting into action this 
summer. “A super story 
for anyone who wants to 
be a superhero” (Kirkus 
Reviews), this book offers 

an empathetic look at a day-in-the-life of Nino, a 
young kid with TONS of energy. It shows Nino 
stretching his limits in all kinds of ways, including in 
his understanding of what it means to be super. 
“Nino’s character will resonate with kids, capturing a 
child’s perspective and emotions well … ” and “[t]he 
appealing illustrations are fun and bold, exuding the 
super energy of the text” (Kirkus). The book was pub-
lished simultaneously in French as Je suis Super Nino! 
and both versions were officially released June 16 
across Canada, the United States and overseas. An-
drew lives in Montreal.  

NATALIE KURTOG released her animated tale Story of 
a Brave Hare (translated into French as Histoire d’un 
brave lièvre) on YouTube (youtube.com/watch?
v=mNeFpKmvSuM). Previously, these tales were 
written and read at libraries in Montreal. Over the 
past three years they’ve been published with illustra-
tions by Natalie in five languages, including Italian, 
Chinese, French and Russian. At the end of March, 
she released her new book Tales of the Hare (A. Kady-
rov Foundation and other public organizations) in 
Arabic and Russian. The book includes four tales. 
Natalie posted her work on the virtual wall of illustra-
tors at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair. There, visi-

tors from different countries could see the hero of 
her latest fairy tales. Natalie lives in Montreal.  

ANNE RENAUD's picture book The Boy Who Invented 
the Popsicle: The Cool Science Behind Frank Epperson’s 
Famous Frozen Treat (Kids Can Press), is nominated 
for the 2021 Washington Children’s Choice Book 
Award. Her book entitled Emma’s Gems (Peanut But-
ter Press) is a 2020 finalist for the Shining Willow 
Award. Anne lives in Westmount. 

ONTARIO (OUTSIDE TORONTO) 

Welcome to new Friends: Bev Chambers, Kingston; 
Charlie Huang, Mississauga; Heather Jack, Whitby; 
Susan Jasper, Burlington; Rosemarie Johnson-
Clarke, St. Thomas; Janine McCann, Oakville; Melis-
sa Mikel, Trenton; Regan Nuqui, Mississauga; 
Amanda Pompilii, Scarborough; Lisa Shaughnessy, 
Sutton; Bruce Simpson, Hamilton; James Steeves, 
Hamilton; Nohara Toma, Hamilton; Belinda Zis-
sopoulos, Etobicoke. 

JO ELLEN BOGART welcomes a new book to her collec-
tion of works. The picture book Little Blue House Beside 
the Sea (Tilbury House), illustrated by Barcelona artist 
Carme Lemniscates, will be released June 30. The 
book is a celebration of the world where the land 
meets the great blue Atlantic ocean. A little girl de-
scribes her love for her tiny home, perched on a cliff 
above the sea. She sees beauty, as she watches 
breaching whales and waddling puffins. She smells 
the salt on the wind and sees the glistening of the 
moon on the water. When the waves begin to toss 
with a coming storm, the little girl enjoys the security 
of her little blue house. Jo Ellen lives in Guelph. 

ANNE BUSTARD had two new books out this spring. 
Her historical fiction novel, Blue Skies (Simon & 
Schuster BFYR), is about fifth-grader Glory Bea Ben-
nett, who more than anything else wants her daddy 
to return from the war. He left to fight in France in 
World War II and though the war has been over for 
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years, he has not come home. So when she learns the 
Merci Train boxcar from France will make a stop in 
her Texas town, she is certain that he will come too. 
This is a story about hope, love and miracles. RAD! 
(Abrams BFYR) is a picture book about a fraidy cat 
who overcomes his fears with the help of his siblings 
and learns how rad trying something new can be. 
Anne lives in Hamilton. 

LANA BUTTON is very excited to be launching her 
latest picture book, Raj’s Rule (for the Bathroom at 
School) (Owlkids). Illustrated by Hatem Aly, it will be 
released in August. Lana lives in Burlington. 

JOHN CORR's Eight Times 
Up (Orca Book Publishers) 
has been selected as one of 
the Top 10 “Recommended 
Reads” for the TD Summer 
Reading Club. John has 
been invited by the TD 
Summer Reading Club to 
bring his middle-grade 
novel to life. He’ll draw 
from the martial arts ac-

tion of book to create online activities for readers 
across Canada, young and old. “So get out your yoga 
mats or find some soft grass,” says John, “and get 
ready to roll!” John lives in Hamilton. 

OKSANNA CRAWLEY is keeping sane during the 
pandemic by writing and illustrating more Super 
Hammy books. She is grateful that one of her illus-
trations from Super Hammy’s Pizza Party (DC Canada 
Education Publishing) was part of the Illustrators 
Virtual Wall at the Bologna Children’s Book Fair 
2020. Grazie! Oksanna is also building her biceps by 
kneading and baking mounds of sourdough bread 
and increasing her waistline by baking far too many 
chocolate chip cookies! A human-sized hamster 
wheel would be a great idea! Keep safe everyone! Ok-
sanna lives in Brampton. 

PAMELA EDWARDS is pleased to announce the publi-
cation of her latest book, Children of the Hector. Her 
picture book Oliver Has Something to Say! (Lobster 
Press) was published in 2007. This new one is a de-
parture. Not only is it an adult novel, but it’s self-pub-
lished. Pamela and her collaborator, Ann Louise 
Stevens, have created a historical fiction based on 
Ann’s ancestors, who immigrated to Nova Scotia in 
1773. The story spans four generations of the Fraser 
family and is set in the various places they called 
home at different times: the highlands of Scotland, 
Nova Scotia and Jamaica. Copies are available at the 
Burlington, Ontario, bookstore A Different Drum-
mer Books or go to pamelaedwards48@hotmail.com 
to purchase it. Pam lives in Burlington. 

JOYCE GRANT is using her TeachingKidsNews.com 
(TKN) website to feature positive articles and show-
case Canadian artists during the pandemic. Three 
times a week, the website features a fun, inspiring 
and helpful article to brighten people’s day. The 
project is called “One Good Thing.” Recent articles 
include a virtual tour of an Egyptian tomb, a three-
year-old sheep handler and sidewalk games. One 
Good Thing was inspired by a bright and cheerful 
illustration by BARBARA REID. CANSCAIP worked 
with Joyce to ask illustrators to volunteer their work 
to be shared in the project. So far, more than a dozen 
artists have been featured, including REBECCA BEN-
DER, OKSANNA CRAWLEY, MICHELE NIDENOFF, 
DEBBIE OHI, KAREN PATKAU and CHERYL UHRIG. 
TeachingKidsNews.com is celebrating its tenth year 
publishing kid-friendly news articles with curricu-
lum material. The website is free but people are en-
couraged to make a small donation to help cover 
costs. Joyce lives in Hamilton. 

LINDA HUTSELL-MANNING, like many others, has 
had all her March to June readings cancelled. With 
the demise of Coteau Books, she is selling her two 
juvenile time-travel novels, Jason and the Wonder Horn 
and Jason and the Deadly Diamonds, online ($10 each) 
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and having the e-book versions reinvented. Linda 
managed a successful Zoom session, reading an ex-
cerpt from her current book, Fearless and Determined: 
Two Years Teaching in a One-Room School, to a senior’s 
group in Toronto and will be doing a second reading 
with this group in June. She is also looking into 
recording her memoir for Audible. Living in the 
country, Linda reports that she has had fewer restric-
tions than city dwellers during the pandemic but has 
found it difficult to find motivation to write. She 
lives in Cobourg. 

SUE IRWIN hasn’t had a chance to be bored during 
this pandemic. Her commute times have been re-
placed by workout sessions and walks in the neigh-
bourhood. When she’s finished her daily teaching 
responsibilities, she has enjoyed the opportunity to 
get caught up on her “to-read” list, participate in 
writing webinars, watch several sessions in the 
Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s Bibliovideo se-
ries, get an early start on gardening and, of course, 
write! With the 2020 Summer Olympics being post-
poned to 2021, Sue has a bonus year to chat with 
readers about the great things the athletes highlight-
ed in her most recent book, Breaking Through: Heroes 
in Canadian Women’s Sport (James Lorimer & Compa-
ny), are doing as they prepare for that big event. As 
always, you can find her on Twitter, cheering on oth-
ers in the #kidlit community as they share the joys 
and challenges they’re experiencing. Sue lives in 
Grimsby. 

CATHY JACKSON and her publisher, DC Canada Edu-
cation Publishers, are proud to offer her learn-to-
read program (Best Reading Phonics—Short Vowels) 
free during school closures. She created the program 
while teaching classes of diverse learners. It builds a 
foundation of letter sounds and sight words through 
20 short stories and activities. The online edition is 
interactive with audio for all letters, words, pictures 
and stories. The many Teacher Resources include 
printable materials such as paper animals for each 

vowel, paper books (that students can illustrate) and 
a blank book for students’ stories. Videos for addi-
tional activities follow. As a partner in the education-
al community during this trying time, the publisher 
has created a separate “bestreading.ca” platform for 
students. Go to bestreading.ca to take a look. Add 
your user name, password and email address—this is 
the information necessary to connect (adding your 
name, address, etc. is unnecessary). Enjoy. Stay safe. 
Cathy lives in Ottawa. 

HEATHER KIRK has been 
writing about Mazo de la 
Roche for more than three 
decades! She has pub-
lished two books and four 
scholarly articles about 
this once-famous Canadi-
an author and she still re-
ceives queries about de la 
Roche from places as far 
flung as Scotland and Cal-
ifornia. Heather’s long-lasting interest was sparked 
in a 1987 university class on Canadian literature, 
when Heather realized that little was known about 
the author of the immensely popular Jalna books 
which represented Canada to the world for over 20 
years. Heather’s books are titled Mazo de la Roche: Rich 
and Famous Writer (Dundurn) and Who Were the 
Whiteoaks and Where Was Jalna? (Tecumseh/Borealis). 
These books contain much new information about de 
la Roche. The first title is for young people. Heather 
lives in Barrie. 

MAUREEN E. KOWAL is pleased to announce that on 
May 15 her poem God is Here was accepted for the e-
zine Eternal Ink by Mary Ellen Grisham. With time off 
because of COVID, Maureen is rewriting six chil-
dren’s stories and trying to put zip and fun into 
them. To encourage other CANSCAIP members how 
to cope with quarantining, she suggests going for a 
walk—nature helps Maureen cope—and prayer. Near 
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her house is a creek that she and her husband walk by 
every day. Maureen recently saw six goldfinches in a 
tree and heard a cardinal whose songs lifted her 
heart. “In just a few weeks trees will be blooming 
with flowers in vivid colours,” she reminds us, “and 
soon there will be sun-filled warmth that you can en-
joy while resting in an easy chair.” Maureen lives in 
Bolton. 

AMANDA WEST LEWIS, 
author and Artistic Direc-
tor of Ottawa Children’s 
Theatre (OCT) reports, 
“On March 16, when we 
realized we had to post-
pone or cancel our studio 
classes, I wanted to curl 
into a ball. ‘Well, you could 
do that mom,’ said my el-
dest son, ‘or you could 

meet with your instructors and see if they have any 
ideas.’ Thus our first Zoom instructor meeting took 
place and OCT Online was born. None of us had ever 
taught online, but within a week we had 11 trial class-
es running. One stipulation was they had to be inter-
active. We discovered we could throw and catch 
imaginary balls; meet everyone’s pets and stuffies 
and act out animal scenes; and teach choreography, 
songs and monologues. In mid-May we launched 30 
online courses. We’ve reinvented our business and 
have a renewed excitement about the value of drama 
skills to teach adaptability.” Amanda lives in Perth. 

JENNIFER MARUNO is proud to announce the release 
of her latest middle-grade novel, Until Niagara Falls 
(Dundurn Press). Her seventh novel of historical fic-
tion, set in her own hometown, is the story of balanc-
ing friendship, fun and fear. Learning to cope with 
insults, lies and threats was not the way Brenda 
planned to spend her summer vacation. She has to 
learn the difference between truth and lies, borrow-
ing and theft, watching and spying. But how far does 

her new friend have to go before she realizes this is 
not a friendship worth having? Jennifer has received 
the Elementary Teachers’ Federation Writers Award, 
The Award of Excellence from the Canadian Associa-
tion of Communications and The Award of Merit 
from the National School Public Relations Associa-
tion. Her novels have won nominations for the east-
ern provinces Hackmatack, Young Readers of Cana-
da and the Rocky Mountain Book Awards. Jennifer 
lives in Burlington. 

SYLVIA McNICOLL finds during this pandemic that 
virtual walks in European and South American cities 
bring her great joy. While walking Madrid and Bar-
celona streets using a treadmill and computer, she 
listens to Spanish children’s books via her iPhone. To 
try to keep her readers entertained, Sylvia has been 
co-producing videos with her son Craig’s company 
Epilogueproductions.ca in which she reads from her 
books while acting out all the parts and he edits it 
together. Go to youtu.be/sskbCFvIf_U or youtu.be/
j2C0YcKT1hk to have a look. Sylvia lives in Burling-
ton. 

JEAN MILLS launched her 
second young-adult novel, 
Larkin on the Shore (Red 
Deer Press), at The Book-
shelf in Guelph in late 
January. Since then, she’s 
coping with the enforced 
isolation by walking, prac-
tising yoga, making mu-
sic, welcoming (at a dis-
tance) her first grandson 
and meeting with family, friends and colleagues 
through video chats. (However, Jean’s natural incli-
nation towards introversion means you haven’t seen 
her among the many wonderful online offerings 
from other CANSCAIPers!) This unplanned isolation 
has had one big upside: time to complete her third 
young-adult novel, which has already received an 
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enthusiastic response from a publisher. Jean lives in 
Guelph. 

JENNIFER MOOK-SANG 
reports that in the midst 
of a pandemic, she’s happy 
to discover that her in-
stinct to be a hermit is fi-
nally paying off. Trapped 
in her house, she’s estab-
lishing a writing practice 
of sorts, thin and flimsy as 
it may be. She’s enjoying 
the videos her technologi-

cally-gifted author and illustrator friends have been 
broadcasting across the interweb. And there are a 
couple of recipe books from the library that are get-
ting a workout. They might be covered in sauce 
stains when they finally make it back, but that’s the 
true measure of a good recipe book. Now that Jen-
nifer’s read all her library books, she’s turned her 
sights to her (badly neglected) to-be-read bookcase. 
What a treasure trove! Though she can’t wander the 
world outside, there’s a universe of stories to keep 
her occupied and she’s treating all invitations to 
Zoom with infinite caution. Jennifer lives in Burling-
ton. 

ANITHA ROBINSON may not have always appreciat-
ed her life in the country, surrounded by animals and 
plenty of space. But during this strange and difficult 
time, she feels very blessed with her beautiful sur-
roundings. She is also grateful for her “Kindness Is 
Everything” blog. Connecting with people who have 
been kind to animals or each other and sharing their 
stories has been a great form of therapy to get 
through this trying time. If you have a story of kind-
ness to share, please send Anitha a message at 
anithaswriting@gmail.com. To check out her Kind-
ness blog, visit her website. “I hope these heartwarm-
ing stories will boost your spirits,” says Anitha. She 
lives in Milton. 

TRUDEE ROMANEK says, 
“A local library asked me 
to make a cell-phone video 
about myself as a writer to 
replace the April author 
gathering they had to can-
cel. I mentioned that my 
daughter, Brina, is a doc-
umentary film-maker who 
just happens to be stuck at 
home with me and they 
got super excited. So Brina made a little piece about 
the space where I work,” says Trudee. “Aside from the 
subject being exceedingly more wrinkled than I’m 
comfortable admitting, it’s a lovely piece. I feel so 
lucky that Brina created it for me.” If you want to 
watch the resulting video or read Trudee’s blog about 
how COVID-19 has impacted her creative process, 
visit her web site. Trudee lives in Barrie. 

CATHERINE RONDINA looked for any form of nor-
malcy in her writing life through the unprecedented 
months of the COVID-19 pandemic. She met with her 
writer’s group via Google, FaceTimed meetings for a 
co-authorship she is involved in and had the pleasure 
of sending a video message to groups of grade 4, 5 
and 6 students involved in the York Region District 
School Board’s “Battle of the Books.” Catherine’s 2019 
Silver Birch Award-winning book, Carey Price: How a 
First Nations Kid Became a Superstar Goaltender 
(Lorimer) was a favourite among the readers who 
participated. The organizers had Catherine prepare a 
video that was sent to the students to congratulate 
them on reading 20 or more books over the competi-
tion. Catherine lives in Richmond Hill. 

MARSHA SKRYPUCH's spring was supposed to in-
clude a month of book touring, 19 Skype visits and 
Yellow Cedar and Hackmatack activities, but of 
course those were all canceled. While some visits 
were replaced with Zoom, most were not. As a way of 
embracing the gift of time, Marsha has been creating 
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pysanky, or written Ukrainian Easter Eggs. This cus-
tom predates Christianity and there’s a belief that the 
world will end when people stop making pysanky. 
Marsha is doing her best to stop that from happen-
ing! She lives in Brantford. 

MICHAEL F. STEWART's 
contemporary young-
adult novel Heart Sister 
(Orca) launches August 4. 
Heart Sister is the story of 
17-year-old Emmitt who 
tries to put his twin sister 
back together again—in 
spirit—by creating a vir-
tual-reality movie of all the 
people who received her 

transplanted organs. It’s an ode to his sister, which 
he hopes will heal his shattered family. This is 
Michael’s sixth young-adult novel. He lives in Ot-
tawa. 

KATHY STINSON reports that in the early days of the 
COVID pandemic she turned to JEAN LITTLE's poem 
Surprise for solace. She even wrote a blog post about 
it that includes some crocus photos Kathy captured 
this spring. Jean’s poem goes: 

I feel like the ground in winter, 
Hard, cold, dark, dead, unyielding. 
Then hope pokes through me 
Like a crocus. 

Kathy’s next blog post was about the Canadian Chil-
dren’s Book Centre’s Bibliovideo program and in-
cluded a link to her Zoom visit for northern Ontario 
libraries (kathystinson.com/childrens-book-re-
sources-during-covid19-and-beyond/). Between dis-
covering new places to walk in her neighbourhood, 
immersing herself in her current writing project(s), 
keeping in touch with family and friends and practis-
ing gratitude, Kathy is managing to keep COVID-
related anxiety in check, most of the time. She wishes 
all CANSCAIPers good health and good, however dif-

ferent from usual, summers. Kathy lives in Rock-
wood. 

NICOLA WINSTANLEY is happy to announce she has 
recently signed an agreement for the publication of 
How to Teach Your Cat a Trick in a Few Easy Steps in fall 
2022. To support teachers who are doing a valiant job 
of keeping kids engaged and to promote the inclu-
sion of How to Give Your Cat a Bath (both Tundra) on 
the Shining Willow book award shortlist, Nicola 
made volunteer virtual visits to schools in 
Saskatchewan during May and June. She was excited 
to meet the kids and their pets! Nicola lives in Hamil-
ton. 

TORONTO 

Welcome to new Friends: Layla Ahmad, Ann Brown, 
Katy Miller, Annie Lawton Scurfield. 

LAURA ALARY is delighted 
to announce the publica-
tion of her latest picture 
book, What Grew in Larry’s 
Garden (Kids Can), illus-
trated by Kass Reich. In 
some ways, the book re-
flects a different time—a 
time when neighbours 
gathered in the backyard, 
children could go to school 
and hang out at the library and gifts passed from 
hand to hand posed no threat. But other elements of 
the story, including problem-solving, cooperation 
and patience, have become particularly relevant. This 
is a story about paying attention, mindfully noticing 
the people around us and expressing gratitude for all 
they contribute to our neighbourhoods. In this sense, 
What Grew in Larry’s Garden is an ideal book for these 
days of re-imagining community. 
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HELAINE BECKER has been holed up like the rest of 
us thanks to the “lovely” virus. The first month was 
pretty rough. She says she coped by learning how to 
up her digital painting game. And since she could not 
concentrate to write, she created shops for her art-
work on Etsy and Zazzle. Her art includes “floral 
prints, custom pet portraits and pretty face masks!” 
Go to zazzle.ca/store/helainebeckerart and etsy.com/
ca/shop/HelaineBeckerArt?ref=search_shop_redirect 
to find the shops. Helaine’s looking forward to two 
“book birthdays” this fall: Emmy Noether: The Most Im-
portant Mathematician You Never Heard Of (Kids Can) 
and Alice and Gert (Owlkids). 

TZIPORAH COHEN is thrilled to announce that her 
debut middle-grade novel, No Vacancy (Groundwood 
Books), will be published September 1. Buying and 
moving into the run-down Jewel Motor Inn in up-
state New York wasn’t eleven-year-old Miriam 
Brockman’s dream, but at least it’s an adventure. 
Miriam befriends Kate, whose grandmother owns 
the diner next door, and finds comfort in the compa-
ny of Maria, the motel’s housekeeper, and her Uncle 
Mordy, who comes to help out for the summer. Miri-
am helps Kate’s grandmother make her famous 
grape pies and faces her fears by taking swimming 
lessons in the motel’s pool. But when it becomes clear 
that only a miracle is going to save the Jewel from 
bankruptcy, Jewish Miriam and Catholic Kate decide 
to create their own. Otherwise the No Vacancy sign 
will come down for good and Miriam will lose the 
community she’s worked so hard to build. 

ANNE DUBLIN reports that on March 9, before the 
coronavirus attacked Portugal and closed all schools 
down, Anne had the opportunity to speak at the 
Oeiras International School near Lisbon. She gave 
presentations to grade 6 and 7 students on her his-
torical novel A Cage Without Bars (Second Story Press) 
and was delighted with the thoughtful questions the 
students asked. They also wondered what they could 
do to stop modern-day slavery. Anne loved their en-

ergy and idealism! As of 
this writing, there have 
been more than 28,000 
cases and 1,100 deaths by 
coronavirus in Portugal. 
Anne’s heart goes out to 
the warm and generous 
people of Portugal and to 
everyone affected by this 
devastating plague. She 
hopes we will soon see the 
light at the end of this sometimes dark tunnel. 

MELANIE FLORENCE is spending time during the 
pandemic creating a YouTube channel with her 
daughter, Taylor. CanadianBookHeroes is dedicated 
to showcasing Canadian children’s books and au-
thors from the unique perspective of both a writer 
and a teen reader. 

CAROLE GIANGRANDE loves the outdoors and gets 
huge pleasure from walks in her west-end neigh-
bourhood and early-morning birding in the park. 
She’s found it helpful to stick to a routine and a 
“plus” that her husband (also a birder) is such good 
company. They’re both enjoying her home-baked 
bread and when she’s missing friends and family, 
there’s always Zoom and FaceTime. Carole’s book Do 
I Have To Go To Sleep? (Penumbra Press) was pub-
lished earlier this year. Bear wants to play outside 
with the snowflakes, the winter moon and a shooting 
star. When Mama tells him that all bears sleep in 
winter, he follows her into the den, but he’s afraid of 
the dark. Mama tells him to snuggle up and he imag-
ines a beautiful world as he falls asleep. Carole’s adult 
novel, The Tender Birds (Inanna Publications), was 
awarded the Independent Publishers’ 2020 Silver 
Medal for Literary Fiction.  

ELLEN S. JAFFE did one “Poets in the Schools” visit via 
Zoom in April to a small creative-writing class of 
high school students and was pleased at how well the 
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session went. The students were engaged, listened to 
the poems, asked good questions and did a brief 
writing activity. Ellen will also read her adult poetry 
at the Art Bar’s online readings on July 21. She has 
been dealing with an illness unrelated to COVID-19 
for about a year so had already limited her activities; 
now she is staying pretty much in isolation to avoid 
getting the virus and so far feels well. She enjoys talk-
ing to family, friends and writing colleagues online 
and also reads a lot and bakes treats. As well, Ellen is 
doing some writing—including revising a young-
adult novel that has sat in her drawer for a while. 
“Stay well, everyone,” says Ellen. 

SHARON JENNINGS reports she has found it strange-
ly satisfying to tidy up her desk during the pandemic. 
Two or three years ago lawyer Marian Hebb spoke at 
a Toronto meeting, encouraging all creators to get 
their literary estate in order. Make certain that your 
heirs understand your contracts and copyrights and 
can easily contact your publishers after your demise, 
Marian advised. Sharon has used the COVID-19 
shutdown to cull and shred piles of paper, put notes 
into labeled files, sort through years of documents. 
She not only is able to see her desktop (and many 
other surfaces) now, but she also found joy going 
through batches of clippings and reviews and taking 
a trip down memory lane. 

MARY BETH LEATHERDALE is thrilled to announce 
that her picture book Terry Fox and Me (Tundra) will 
be published in August. Written from Doug Alward’s 
perspective, the book celebrates the extraordinary 
friendship between Doug and national hero Terry 
Fox. After meeting at elementary school basketball 
tryouts, Doug and Terry became best friends. Doug 
was with Terry every step of the way: when he was 
diagnosed with cancer, when he was learning to walk
—and run—on his prosthetic leg and on the 
Marathon of Hope. The picture book is a Junior Li-
brary Guild Selection. Mary Beth’s book Stormy Seas 
(Annick Press) has been nominated for the Rebecca 

Caudill Young Readers’ Book Award 2021, an Illinois 
children’s choice award for grades 4 to 8. 

ELIZABETH MACLEOD has 
been enjoying gardening 
and birdsong while quar-
antining. Her book Meet 
Willie O’Ree, about the Na-
tional Hockey Leagues’ 
first black player, was 
chosen by the Peel District 
School Board as a re-
source for the In-
ternational Day for the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Meet Elsie 
MacGill introduces kids to the world’s first female 
aeronautical engineer (who was Canadian!) and is 
nominated for the 2020-21 Hackmatack Children’s 
Choice Non-Fiction Book Award. Meet Tom Longboat 
is about Canada’s top marathon runner and is a Top 
10 Recommended Read for the TD Summer Reading 
Club. Meet Terry Fox (all Scholastic Canada), will be 
published in August. Liz’s most recent book, Canadi-
an Women Now and Then: More Than 100 Stories of Fear-
less Trailblazers (Kids Can), has received great reviews 
from Booklist and School Library Journal. The latter 
calls the book “A recommended purchase.” Look for 
Liz in the Telling Tales 2020 video (youtube.com/
watch?
time_continue=219&v=lRYi0G-9Ea8&feature=em-
b_logo). 

MIREILLE MESSIER is 
proud to announce that 
her historical picture 
book, Sergeant Billy: The 
True Story of the Goat Who 
Went to War (Tundra), has 
recently received two 
great honours. It is a final-
ist in the Saskatchewan 
Young Readers’ Choice 
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Award in the Shining Willow category and it has won 
the Christopher Award for best children’s book. This 
award is given by The Christophers, a Christian or-
ganization, to books, films and television specials 
that “affirm the highest values of the human spirit.” 
Mireille is presently booking virtual visits at a dis-
counted rate to present Sergeant Billy and any of her 
other books in French or in English. Check her web 
site for more information. 

RUTH OHI is pleased to announce the May 5 release 
of Friends for Real (Scholastic Canada). She created 
the illustrations for this story by TED STAUNTON. 
Ruth has enjoyed visiting junior kindergarten classes 
via Zoom, creating #COVID picture book read-alouds 
via her YouTube channel and illustrating for kids 
with @WritingRelay. 

KENNETH OPPEL launched Bloom, the first title in his 
new “Bloom” trilogy in February and managed a few 
public events in Vancouver and Toronto before the 
lockdown. Thereafter he did daily read-alouds from 
his various books on his YouTube channel (youtube.-
com/user/kennethoppel) and a #CanadaPerforms 
Facebook Live event for the National Arts Centre. The 
second book in the trilogy, Hatch (both HarperCollins 
Canada), is coming this September. 

BARBARA RADECKI's second novel, Messenger 93 
(Dancing Cat), was published in April. Like so many 
others, she had her bookstore launch cancelled and 
she had to scramble to develop a web-launch that 
might hold appeal for viewers. Barbara rallied 
friends and colleagues and together they built a lively 
one-hour gathering, featuring personal words, read-
ings of excerpts by a brilliant cast of actors and an 
engaging Q & A session. While it is not the same as a 
live-meet, the recorded event is now an enduring gift 
for the author. Go to youtube.com/watch?v=hgI-
i3Rq879o if you’d like to see the Messenger 93 (virtual) 
launch on Barbara’s new YouTube channel. 

BEV KATZ ROSENBAUM is 
very grateful to be getting 
a steady stream of editing 
work right now so she isn’t 
spending all her time 
watching Netflix in a carb-
induced stupor. A former 
editor for books and mag-
azines and a multi-pub-
lished author, Bev is a 
popular, long-time, low-
cost freelance editor who works across all genres, 
specializing in developmental editing. Bev wrote 
Who is Tanksy? (Orca) in the “Orca Currents” series—
go to her web site to see the teaching guide for it, as 
well as to read more about Bev, her services, her rates 
and testimonials. Bev’s pandemic recommendations 
are Katrina Onstad’s new novel, Stay Where I Can See 
You, the show Dead to Me on Netflix, Wendy Whelan’s 
5:00 p.m. Instagram Live ballet classes on Wednes-
days (@nycballet) and baked goods (see carb-induced 
stupor above). Lots and lots of baked goods. 

ERIN SILVER's book Proud to Play (Lorimer), about the 
experience of LGBTQ+ athletes in Canada, has had 
its publication postponed until spring 2021. Its new 
release date will now coincide with the also-post-
poned Olympic Games. Erin’s book Just Watch Me 
(Common Deer Press), a hilarious middle-grade nov-
el about social media and video games, will be re-
leased this fall. For more information about this 
book, check out Erin’s web site or the publisher’s. 

PATRICIA STORMS says, “My husband, Guy, and I are 
still alive and semi-sane. I’d like to share what I have 
been doing during this strange and stressful time. 
I’ve found comfort in drawing animals and people 
engulfed with flowers. Like most artistic people,” she 
continues, “I can get quite depressed, so when I saw 
myself going down the rabbit hole, I decided to fight 
it with flowers and fun. The response from people 
online has been great and I hope to continue drawing 
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happy flower art and sell them on Etsy.” On May 21 
the comic strip Between Friends focused on Patricia 
and Guy’s book Moon Wishes (Groundwood) and what 
a fun book it is to read to grandchildren. 
Cartoon by Sandra Bell-Lundy, “Between Friends” in Toronto 
Star, Toronto Edition, May 21, 2020 

KEVIN SYLVESTER is doing his best to keep busy ... 
which is keeping him grounded as he’s, well, ground-
ed. He released a wordless picture book, Oak and 
Maple, on YouTube*. His series “The Hockey Super 
Six” (Scholastic) will still be published starting this 
fall. Book one will be released in September, with 
book two following in November. In January Kevin’s 
book with his kid Basil, The Fabulous Zed Watson 
(HarperCollins), will be released. “As for what I’m 
doing,” Kevin says, “the deadlines haven’t changed 
(yet) so I’m working ahead on books that are due this 
fall and winter. I also bought a pitch-back (for play-
ing catch in the backyard),” continues Kevin, “and 
watch other artists and booksellers do live presenta-
tions. Tony and Ang Diterlizzi have started an online 
community of fans and artists that is my go-to each 
weekday at 3:00 p.m. on Facebook. Hope you’re stay-

ing well too!” *(youtube.com/results?
search_query=oak+and+maple) 

VIKKI VANSICKLE reports that she, NASEEM HRAB 
and RUTH OHI have joined forces to create #Writin-
gRelay to keep kids (and themselves) entertained 
during the pandemic. Kids can submit a title and a 
one- to three-sentence story starter to @WritingRe-
lay on twitter and Naseem and Vikki will build on the 
story before passing to Ruth to illustrate. Publishing 
professional Sylvia Chan will design and final stories 
will be shared online. Follow @WritingRelay to see 
how the collaborations turn out! 

FRIEDA WISHINSKY and ELIZABETH MACLEOD are 
pleased that their book How to Become an Accidental 
Genius is nominated for the 2020–21 Hackmatack 
Children’s Choice Non-Fiction Book Award. The 
Bank Street College of Education in New York City 
chose it as one of “The Best Children’s Books of the 
Year” in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Mathematics) category for readers ages 9 to 
12. How to Become an Accidental Genius has also been 
named one of the “Top 10 Best STEM Books for Kids” 
by WhyMaker (a STEM professional development 
company). The next book in the series, How to Become 
an Accidental Activist (both Orca), will be published in 
spring 2021. 

DANIELLE YOUNGE- 
ULLMAN, award-winning 
author of Everything Beau-
tiful Is Not Ruined, has a 
new young-adult novel 
coming out July 14. In He 
Must Like You (both Pen-
guin Teen Canada), Libby 
is the favourite waitress to 
handsy customer Perry 
Ackerman, the most pow-
erful man in her small town. When Perry’s harass-
ment finally pushes Libby over the edge, she can 

26

http://youtube.com/results?search_query=oak+and+maple
http://youtube.com/results?search_query=oak+and+maple


CANSCAIP NEWSLETTER  •  VOLUME 42  NUMBER 3  •  SUMMER 2020

hardly be blamed for dumping a pitcher of sangria 
on his head. When video of the altercation goes viral, 
Libby must choose between publicly apologizing to 
her harasser or losing the job that will allow her to 
afford her education. 

MANITOBA, SASKATCHEWAN,  
ALBERTA 

Welcome to new Friend: Ashley Killeen, Calgary. 

BEVERLEY BRENNA's picture book The Girl with the 
Cat (Red Deer Press), illustrated by Brooke Kerrigan, 
is based on a true story about the power of words as 
well as the impact of a child’s voice. In 1966, a bronze 
sculpture that was temporarily in Saskatoon was to 
return to its Ontario home. But nine-year-old Caro-
line Markham began a campaign to have it remain. 
This statue—a girl in a rocking chair, with a cat on 
her lap—was a site of friendship and hope, the only 
piece of art in the gallery that children could touch. 
After her letter appeared in a local newspaper, money 
was raised and Markham triumphed. Markham (later 
Lansdowne/Zelizney), a school counsellor, lost her 
battle with cancer at age 53, but left behind a legacy 
of good deeds reminding us of the potential we all 
have to make a difference. Bev lives in Saskatoon, SK. 

MARTY CHAN has kept 
busy during the pandemic. 
Metamorphosis (Fitzhenry 
& Whiteside), the final 
book in his “Ehrich Weisz 
Chronicles” series, re-
ceived an Aurora Award 
nomination for Best 
Young Adult Novel. In July 
he’ll launch Haunted Hospi-
tal, which has already re-

ceived a gold seal of approval from the Junior Library 
Guild. Marty signed a contract to write Disappearing 
Act (both Orca), which will launch in 2021. To take his 
mind off COVID, Marty has been dabbling with mak-

ing YouTube videos on his new channel (youtube.-
com/martychanauthor) and tweeting funny thoughts 
from his @Marty_Chan account. Marty lives in Ed-
monton. 

KURT KIRCHMEIER is happy to share that the paper-
back edition of his middle-grade horror novel The 
Absence of Sparrows (Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers) was released May 5. The paperback features 
a brand new cover illustrated by artist Leo Nickolls. 
Kurt lives in Saskatoon. 

SALLY MEADOWS has been shortlisted for the 2020 
The Word Awards (in the General Market Children’s 
Book category) for When Crocodiles Cry: 365 MORE 
Amazing Facts About the Animal Kingdom (Siretona 
Creative). Sally previously won this category in 2019 
with her picture book The Underdog Duckling (Your 
Nickel’s Worth Publishing). This is the seventh time 
she has been shortlisted for the awards as a writer of 
adult and children’s literature and as a songwriter. 
The Word Awards are Canada’s largest and most 
prestigious awards for writers who identify as Chris-
tian. The awards ceremony will be streamed live on 
YouTube and Facebook on Saturday, June 13. Go to 
thewordguild.com/media/ to download a full press 
release. Sally lives in Saskatoon. 

COLLEEN NELSON is 
thrilled to announce the 
publication this summer 
of two books. Harvey Holds 
His Own, the second in 
“The Harvey Stories” se-
ries, is about a West High-
land Terrier who finds a 
way to bring people to-
gether. Colleen’s first pic-
ture book, Teaching Mrs. 
Muddle (both Pajama Press), is illustrated by ALICE 
CARTER. In October, Underland, the follow-up to 
MYRCA and Snow Willow-nominated Pulse Point 
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(both Yellow Dog Books) will be published. Her 
young-adult title Spin (Dundurn Press) was nominat-
ed for a MYRCA Northern Lights Award. Colleen lives 
in Winnipeg. 

LORNA SCHULTZ NICHOLSON has a new book in her 
“Amazing Hockey Stories” series being released this 
fall. The fourth instalment is Mitch Marner (Scholastic 
Canada), about the Toronto Maple Leaf superstar. 
This book has text, photos and graphics and is per-
fect for that young hockey player! Lorna lives in Ed-
monton. 

MARIE POWELL is excited to announce publication of 
her young-adult fantasy series “Last of the 
Gifted” (Wood Dragon Books). As war threatens 
Wales, a brother and sister must stretch their magi-
cal abilities to save the royal family—and each other. 
The series books Spirit Sight and Water Sight will be 
released this summer and fall respectively, thanks to 
funding from Creative Saskatchewan. Marie is the 
author of 40 children’s books and her writing work-
shops are popular around her area. Among other de-
grees, she holds a Master of Fine Arts in Creative 
Writing from the University of British Columbia. 
Marie lives on Treaty 4 land in Regina, SK. 

ROLLI reports that he was recently interviewed by 
New York Magazine, largely about his notorious coffee 
consumption. Go to grubstreet.com/2020/05/cof-
feeeeee.html to read the resulting story. His short 
story Liz was just published in The Saturday Evening 
Post. Rolli also drew the illustration for the story. At 
saturdayeveningpost.com/2020/05/liz/ you can pe-
ruse them both. And go to wsj.com/articles/pepper-
and-salt-11589824239 to see the cartoon he had pub-
lished in the weekend edition of The Wall Street Jour-
nal on May 17. Rolli lives in Regina. 

MAUREEN ULRICH is rebooting her young-adult girls’ 
hockey series. It was previously released by Coteau 
between 2007 and 2012 but Maureen got her rights 
back and has found a new publisher. She has updated 

the content of Power Plays, Face Off and Breakaway to 
stay current with trends in minor hockey and teen 
issues. The #jessiemachockeyseries will soon be 
available in paperback, hardcover, omnibus, e-book 
and audiobook. A new fourth book in the series, Shoot 
Out (all Wood Dragon Books), will hit the shelves in 
2021. Maureen lives near Lampman, SK. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA, YUKON,  
NUNAVUT, NWT 
Welcome to new Friends: John Crawford, Victoria; 
Scott Lear, Vancouver; Tricia Vollhoffer, Vancouver. 

SUE MACARTNEY is very 
excited to announce that 
her debut picture book, 
Benjamin’s Blue Feet (Paja-
ma) will land in stores 
June 16. Benjamin the 
blue-footed booby is com-
ing of age in his flock’s 
world of flying, diving, 
swimming and fishing. 
But he already has a 
unique gift: treasure-hunting. One day he discovers a 
mirror—his best treasure ever—until he starts to 
question his appearance. He uses his other treasures 
to come up with some pretty creative disguises… but 
will he lose himself in the process? Set in the Galapa-
gos Islands, this story is a gentle exploration of self-
awareness and self-worth. It includes a link to a 
downloadable glossary of Benjamin’s Galapagos an-
imal friends and kids can search for them through-
out the story. Sue is an author and illustrator and is a 
member of the “Picture Books Eh! 2020” group (pic-
turebookseh.weebly.com). She lives in Victoria. 

CAROL MACKAY's poem At the Library appeared in the 
February 2020 issue of the Cricket Media magazine 
Babybug. Her poem The Last Time I Saw You was se-
lected for “Poem in Your Pocket Day 2020” (April 30), 

28

http://grubstreet.com/2020/05/coffeeeeee.html
http://grubstreet.com/2020/05/coffeeeeee.html
http://saturdayeveningpost.com/2020/05/liz/
http://wsj.com/articles/pepper-and-salt-11589824239
http://wsj.com/articles/pepper-and-salt-11589824239
http://picturebookseh.weebly.com
http://picturebookseh.weebly.com


CANSCAIP NEWSLETTER  •  VOLUME 42  NUMBER 3  •  SUMMER 2020

a joint project of The League of Canadian Poets and 
Academy of American Poets. Moving Day Villanelle, 
originally published in The Caterpillar (Ireland), was 
reprinted in May by Literary Safari, producers of the 
Story Seeds Podcast. Carol lives in Qualicum Beach, 
BC. 

ANNE PATTON enjoyed a spectacular research jour-
ney to Churchill, Manitoba, in late winter. By sheer 
good luck she booked this trip at the end of the na-
tional rail blockade and just before everything closed 
down for the pandemic. Anne experienced snow-
shoeing, dog-sledding and exploring the historic ru-
ins left by the Hudson Bay Company in the area. She 
reports that the tundra is vast and desolate, yet eerily 
beautiful in winter.  

CWRR in spring 2019 at Watrous, SK. Back Row: Paula Jane 
Remlinger, DIANNE YOUNG, Sandra Davis, SHARON PLUMB 
HAMILTON, LINDA AKSOMITIS, Myrna Guymer. Front Row: 
ANNE PATTON, GILLIAN RICHARDSON, PAT MILLER-
SCHROEDER, ALISON LOHANS, JUDITH SILVERTHORNE. 

Since returning home, Anne has been isolating at 
home—good timing for actually writing her current 
historical-fiction novel. She stays connected via 
Zoom with her writing group in Saskatchewan and 
two local writing groups. Memories of happy adven-
tures in Churchill have sustained her during this 
challenging time. Anne lives in Victoria. 

GILLIAN RICHARDSON reports that, “All eleven 
members of the writing group Children’s Writers 
Round Robin (CWRR) (Saskatchewan) came face to 

face on screen in May for their first virtual meeting. 
After celebrating their 35th anniversary as a group in 
September 2019 with a public event at the Moose Jaw 
Library, they chose a Zoom meeting in lieu of their 
usual bi-annual in-person gatherings at various 
venues in Saskatchewan. The group caught up with 
news and shared writing progress, then critiqued 
manuscripts submitted ahead of time. The only thing 
missing was the hugs! Nine members of CWRR live 
in Saskatchewan and two in British Columbia. 
Everyone felt this meeting style will be worth repeat-
ing until travel restrictions are eased in future.” 
Gillian lives in Sorrento, BC. 

MARGRIET RUURS’ author presentations planned for 
this spring at schools across China were cancelled of 
course. Instead she was lucky enough to spend time 
reading and researching new stories with her two 
young grandsons. Margriet is mostly reading and 
weeding. She recently recorded readings of her 
books Robert Bateman: The Boy Who Painted Nature and 
of Stepping Stones, A Refugee Family’s Journey as well as 
her newest novels in the “Orca Echoes” series, Bus to 
the Badlands and Ghost of the Mill House (all Orca). 
Margriet lives on Salt Spring Island, BC. 

ELLEN SCHWARTZ's novel Heart of a Champion (Tun-
dra) has been nominated for the Western Canada 
Jewish Book Award and also chosen for Battle of the 
Books WEST for the York Region District School 
Board. Heart of a Champion deals with the internment 
of Japanese Canadians during World War II. Ellen 
lives in Burnaby, BC. 

JOCELYN SHIPLEY says that her new novel for reluc-
tant teen readers, Stranded (Orca), in the “Orca’s 
Soundings” series, will be released digitally in June 
and in print in September. Kirkus gave Stranded a 
great review, saying, “Kipp is a plucky and introspec-
tive narrator whose struggles will likely resonate with 
readers who will root for him as he works to right his 
rapidly crumbling world... A sensitive survivor story.” 
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In April, Jocelyn was a second-round reader for the 
Writers’ Union of Canada’s Short Prose Competition 
for Emerging Writers, a welcome diversion during 
these difficult times. She is grateful to be spending 
these months in British Columbia and plans to stay 
on over the summer. In the words of the province’s 
Dr. Bonnie Henry, Jocelyn hopes everyone will, “Be 
calm. Be kind. Be safe.” Jocelyn lives on Vancouver 
Island (and in Toronto). 

INTERNATIONAL 

GORDON KORMAN is 
pleased to present Notori-
ous (HarperCollins im-
print Balzer & Bray). Noto-
rious is, of all things, a 
murder mystery about a 
dog. It also has a Canadi-
an/American flavour, as it 
takes place on an (imagi-
nary) island in the St. Clair 
River that has the Canadi-

an/US border meandering down its length. Laughs 
and even suspense, guaranteed! “As for the quaran-
tine,” continues Gordon, “we who regretted the lack 
of family time are now officially over it!” Gordon lives 
in Great Neck, New York, US. 

Editor’s note: Members can be contacted via the form on 
their CANSCAIP site Membership page. 
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Searching for a Magic Bullet:  

MABEL’S FABLES 
AND THE FIGHT 
FOR SURVIVAL 
By Heather Camlot 

Once upon a time there was a 10-year-old boy who 
refused to read any more books because nothing 
would ever top the Harry Potter series—and besides, 
he hated reading. That 10-year-old boy’s mother 
worked at Mabel’s Fables Children’s Bookstore in 
Toronto (okay, that mother was me) and she turned 
to her employer, owner Eleanor LeFave, and asked 
what she should do. Eleanor suggested Peter Nimble 
and his Fantastic Eyes by Jonathan Auxier. The mother 
read to her son every night because he refused to 
read on his own—and he hung on every word.  

When they finished, he refused to read any more 
books. So the mother turned to Eleanor again. 
Eleanor suggested The Vindico by Wesley King. The 
mother read to her son every night—and he hung on 
every word. Every night he begged for “just one more 
chapter.” Then, every day he begged for “just one 
more chapter.” When she refused, being the middle 
of the day and occupied by something else, he picked 
up The Vindico, sat down on the sofa, and read on his 
own.  

I could tell you how the 10-year-old wrote a letter 
to Jonathan Auxier—writing being another thing the 
boy hated to do—and how fortunate the mother was 
that Jonathan walked into Mabel’s Fables, read the 
letter, and wrote him back. I could tell you how upon 
hearing that the 10-year-old loved The Vindico so 
much, Eleanor brought Wesley to his elementary 
school for a presentation, how Wesley invited the boy 
to lunch, how the two discovered they had much in 
common, and how the boy then read every book Wes-

ley King wrote. I could tell you how Eleanor invited 
the 10-year-old to meet Kevin Sylvester when she 
heard the boy refused to nurture his creativity, which 
he had a talent for, because he was into sports—as if 
one couldn’t be both a jock and an artist.   

Sure, Eleanor has a vested interest in seeing the 
children of her employees with a book in hand. But 
that interest moves far beyond those in her immedi-
ate circle. Eleanor can “read” a child that walks into 
the store and more often than not, determine just the 
right book (or books) to hook them. She demon-
strates this time and time again in the store, at book 
events, at staff meetings. Customers call Mabel’s Fa-
bles a magical bookshop. I would call Eleanor a magi-
cian.  

And her powers for good may be coming to an 
end.  

A CHILDREN’S BOOKSTORE IS BORN 
Mabel’s Fables was founded in 1988 by Eleanor and 
her sister, Susan McCulloch. Although there were six 
or seven children’s bookstores at the time, Eleanor 
recalls, there was nothing in the Mount Pleasant 
neighbourhood, so that’s where they opened. Eleanor 
was a new mother and her sister worked for a chil-
dren’s wholesale book supplier. Books had been a 
large part of their growing up, but Eleanor was still 
struck by all the incredible books her sister was buy-
ing for her new nephew. 

In 1989, Peter Carver, currently the editor at Red 
Deer Press, asked Susan whether Mabel’s Fables 
would be willing to host George Brown College’s 
Writing for Children classes. The sisters handed over 
the key. Peter taught the after-hours classes for 25 
years, later taken over by author Ted Staunton, and 
saw hundreds of writers pass through the pink door 
and thousands of stories born. The classes continue 
to this day.  

Within three years, Eleanor and Susan opened a 
second location in the west end. Customers came 
back again and again to both stores for the easy 
shopping—books are displayed by age category 
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rather than alphabetically—the story-time sessions 
and the knowledgeable staff. “I always hire readers,” 
says Eleanor. “If you hire readers, they love to talk 
about books. You can’t get them to stop. And that is 
the most important part to the customers.”  

ENTER THE BOY WIZARD 
Unfortunately, the second location closed due to 
competition from chain and big box stores that 
opened nearby. It was the time of Harry Potter. 
“That’s when children’s books really took off in a big 
way in terms of titles that sold on palettes [in bulk] 
that became loss leaders.”  

While independent bookstores needed the indi-
vidual sales of the Potter books, big box stores were 
selling the whole series at a fraction of the cover price 
to attract customers, making back the “loss” on the 
second, third and fourth items in customers shop-
ping baskets. 

Eleanor recalls the time J.K. Rowling came to 
town, around the release of the fourth book in the 
series, for a secret booksellers lunch. “She asked that 
the independent booksellers be seated at the head 
table with her, and the chains were far away. She said 
during the lunch, ‘You know, if it hadn’t been for the 
independent booksellers in Britain and Canada, Har-
ry wouldn’t have gotten to the second book.’” The 
reason: personal selling. Booksellers fall in love with 
a book and insist that others read it too. That’s how 
books become bestsellers.  

A WALL OF STARS 
Despite the loss of the second store, the original loca-
tion in Mount Pleasant persisted, and Eleanor came 
up with innovative ideas to keep in touch with read-
ers and the community at large. One of the most ex-
citing ideas launched in the early 2000s, when the 
store began working directly with schools to bring 
out-of-town (and later local) authors and illustrators 
for visits. Mabel’s Fables sold books onsite, and stu-
dents got to meet the creators and giddily walk off 
with signed copies. I was lucky enough to work some 

of these events and to be inspired by the words and 
musings of Kevin Sylvester, Kevin Sands, Barbara 
Reid, Sarah Mlynowski and Mac Barnett, among oth-
ers. These same visiting authors and illustrators then 
signed the famous yellow wall on the second floor.  

As an employee, I used to scan that wall each 
working day to see whom I could find. A who’s who 
of the kidlit world had inked their names and drawn 
doodles—Rick Riordan, Deborah Ellis, Tim Wynne-
Jones, Laurent de Brunhoff, and probably many of 
you reading this article. I desperately wanted to sign 
it too. Three years after I first joined Mabel’s as a 
bookseller and blogger I did sign the wall—the 
evening of my book launch for Clutch (Red Deer 
Press, 2017) with a proud Eleanor introducing me.  

Three former Mabel’s Fables staffers have pub-
lished children’s books: Loretta Garbutt with A Stop-
watch from Grampa (Kids Can Press, 2020), A.C. Fitz-
patrick with Margot and the Moon Landing (Annick 
Press, 2020), and me with Clutch and What If Soldiers 
Fought with Pillows? (Owlkids, 2020).  

I can only speak for myself, but Eleanor intro-
duced me to books I would likely never have read (of 
course there were the occasional all-staff-must-read-
this-book emails and the advance reader copies with 
our names on them). I also learned how and why 
children, parents, grandparents, teachers and librar-
ians choose certain books. Working at Mabel’s Fables 
was an intensive education in kidlit.  

For the outside world, Mabel’s Fables is a beloved 
community landmark. New parents receive baby gift 
baskets filled with books, toddlers run upstairs for 
Wednesday morning story time, children pick their 
first book. And adults… Eleanor tells the story of a 
young mother who became a regular customer along 
with her two sons. “They would come in quietly and 
just spend hours, and I kept saying to her, just keep 
reading to them, even if they can read on their own,” 
she recalls. “One day she said, ‘You know, I never was 
a reader, but do you have a suggestion for me?’ I 
thought I had created two readers, but I had created 
three.”  
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CRISES CLOSE IN 
The last few years have presented one crisis after an-
other for Mabel’s. The first came with the Eglinton 
Ave. crosstown LRT construction that began in fall 
2017 and continues to snarl traffic in the area. As a 
result, foot and road traffic past the store have dras-
tically decreased.  

Then there was the increase in the minimum 
wage. “If I’d been running a hamburger stand, I 
would have been able to adjust, but because books 
have the prices printed on them, I couldn’t raise my 
prices,” Eleanor explains.  

And then recently, with indie bookseller profit 
margins always slim, speculator Maple Venture 
Properties bought the building—along with several 
properties north of the store—and proposed a rent 
increase of 70 percent. Eleanor and her husband, Pe-
ter, a real estate agent, have fought to negotiate a 
deal since late 2019, to no avail.  

An outpouring of support was spearheaded by 
local city councillor Josh Matlow, a petition was 
signed by some 2,000 book lovers, and a community 
meeting was scheduled, only to be cancelled due to 
the next crisis: Covid-19.  

When the store bolted its doors in mid-March, 
rent negotiations had stalled, as had in-store events 
(including my and Loretta’s book launches). Even so 
Eleanor and store manager Elizabeth Ferguson have 
been working furiously to fill online and phone or-
ders.  

But bookselling is a personal business. “Our big-
gest feature is that we’re a real store and you can 
come in and look at the books and lift them up and 
open then and talk about them. We’re acting like an 
online place and it’s not the best experience for our 
customers, though we’re trying.”  

The loss of in-store browsing has been suffered by 
many retailers. Nearly half of small businesses have 
seen a 70% drop in revenue, according to the Canadi-
an Federation of Independent Business (CFID); two-
thirds are worried about being able to pay rent and 

payroll; and 13% of arts and recreation enterprises 
are worried about being evicted.  

“I’m worried about independent bookstores 
around the world,” says Eleanor. “I’m worried about 
all independent retail. Covid has really started a con-
versation about how important local [business] is, 
but they’re saying a lot of stores are not going to sur-
vive this. I honestly don’t know if we will either.”  

THE AMAZON INVASION  
Shrinking margins and the Amazon behemoth had 
already forced the closing of many independent 
bookstores before Covid-19 came to town. Between 
2000 and 2010, some 350 indies closed in Canada, 
according to the Canadian Booksellers Association. 
When Mabel’s Fables opened, Eleanor says there 
were a thousand independent bookstores and that’s 
where Canadian books were to be found.  

“We knew what was Canadian and tried to pro-
mote them, and certainly local authors,” she explains. 
“Whenever I ordered books, I would always request 
Canadian books and authors first to make sure the 
local authors were represented. But what I worry 
about is Amazon has gotten that much stronger, and 
if the bookstores don’t make it, if Indigo starts clos-
ing stores, where does that leave everybody? That 
leaves Jeff Bezos more powerful and much, much 
richer.” It also leaves readers without booksellers 
who know how to get the right books into the right 
hands, and Canadian authors and illustrators with-
out booksellers who will eagerly champion their 
work.  

Amazon has put book sales on the back burner 
during Covid-19 to focus on essential supplies, and 
some bookstores have seen a spike in sales because of 
the coronavirus, but this is far from a success story. 
What may be able to challenge Amazon once the 
virus is behind us is Bookshop.org, an online book-
seller that supports local independent bookstores. 
Between its launch at the end of January and mid-
May, it had already raised $1.6 million. Although the 
site only operates in the United States at the mo-
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ment, the model could expand beyond their borders. 
Libro.fm, similar to Amazon’s Audible, is another 
venture working with and supporting independent 
booksellers across North America.  

Mabel’s Fables has weathered many setbacks in its 
32-year history, but the past five years have been 
overwhelming. Sales are what sustain a retail busi-
ness, no matter how big or small. Contemplating the 
fate of Mabel’s Fables, Eleanor can’t say with any cer-
tainty whether even she can work her magic on a cri-
sis of this magnitude. “I don’t know how this story is 
going to end.”  

I hope it ends with the same happily ever after 
Eleanor has conjured for my family, the Mount 
Pleasant neighbourhood and the Canadian kidlit 
community.  

HEATHER CAMLOT is the 
author of the nonfiction 
What If Soldiers Fought 
with Pillows? (Owlkids 
Books) and the novels The 
Other Side and Clutch 
(both Red Deer Press). She is 
the speaker coordinator for 
CANSCAIP’s Packaging 
Your Imagination confer-
ence as well as a journalist, 

editor and translator. For more information, please visit 
her website at heathercamlot.com 

BUSINESS BRIEFS  
YOUNG WRITERS’ CAMP: In our 24th summer, 
YouthWrite will once again feature three Alberta 
camps: River Valley Daycamp Experience (for ages 8-11) 
at Edmonton’s Bennett Centre, Peak I (for ages 12-14) 
and Peak II (for ages 15-19) Residential Experiences at 
Kamp Kiwanis, Bragg Creek, AB. Young writers have 
the opportunity to work with some of Canada’s best 
professionals and across multiple disciplines, includ-
ing: playwriting, fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, 
spoken word, storytelling, illustration, graphic story, 
screenwriting, to name but a few. We encourage ap-
plicants from all provinces and territories and 
abroad, and are always eager to accept members 
from traditionally marginalized communities (LGB-
TIQ2s, BIPOC, Francophone, New Canadians and 
those with disabilities). For information about our 
programs and fees, please visit 
www.youthwrite.com or direct questions to 
info@youthwrite.com  YouthWrite is a non-profit, 
charitable arts organization. 
Submitted by Gail Sidonie Sobat 

MANUSCRIPT EVALUATION 
Popular freelance editor Bev Katz Rosenbaum is a 
former in-house fiction and magazine editor, col-
lege-level writing instructor, and multi-published 
author. She offers detailed, low-cost, quick-turn-
around developmental edits (critiques) for all types 
of fiction. Details at http://
bevkatzrosenbaum.com/. Or you can email Bev 
at bevrosenbaum@yahoo.ca.  

BOOK TRAILERS: Bring your stories to life for your 
prospective readers through a book trailer. Videog-
rapher Tim Clark will create a professional, 1 to 3 
minute trailer for a story in any genre. Watch his 
trailer for The Choice by Kathy Clark which was 
named video of the week on the Open Book website. 
Contact Tim at tim@studiomograph.com 
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How to Promote a Book During a Pandemic: 

Adventures in Digital Marketing 
By L.E. Carmichael 

A book’s success is influenced by a million things that 
authors can’t control. Nobody expected a pandemic 
to be one of them.  

My 22nd children’s science book, The Boreal Forest: A 
Year in the World’s Largest Land Biome (Kids Can Press), 
was released on April 7. Event cancellations were al-
ready rolling in, and continued until the entire tour 
had been wiped out. 

My tour, and a lot of other people’s. As the kidlit 
community scrambled to shift promotion online, 
digital signals got lost in a sea of noise. And the 
tsunami included more than creators: everyone from 
Dolly Parton to LeVar Burton was suddenly flooding 
the internet with free content. How could humble 
writers possibly stand out? 

The same way we always do: by being strategic 
and working together. Here’s the approach I used, 
and that you can, too… even after the pandemic has 
passed. 

Find Your Audience, Build Your Brand 
I’m not Eric Walters or Kelley Armstrong: my name 
alone won’t sell my books. Since readers won’t come 
to me, I need to go to them. Before COVID-19, that 
meant appearing at events like Science Rendezvous. 
After, it meant being online, whether I wanted to or 
not. 

To maximize my efforts, I use book promotion to 
build my overall brand: quirky but reliable—someone 
who makes science engaging, relevant, and fun. This 
spring, for example, I blogged a series of “deleted 
scenes” from my book research. Sharing those posts 
on social media not only spoke to credibility, but 
funnelled people to my website, where they could 
learn more about me, my work, and my speaking ex-
perience, too. I also wrote an activity guide for The 

Boreal Forest and compiled a list of online forest re-
sources parents could use to teach (or distract) their 
house-bound kids. This free content builds goodwill, 
leading organically to sales. 

Play Leapfrog and Piggyback 
Group promotion gets us in front of other writers’ 
fan bases—not to mention giving us someone to talk 
to if readers don’t turn up! The Kids Can Press 
Spring Reading Relay, based on this leapfrogging 
principle, boosted many of the books on their Spring 
list. Participating in the I Value Canadian Stories pod-
cast, a COVID-19 initiative from Stephen Hurley at 
VoicEd radio, also provided access to someone else’s 
audience. 

On March 21, I piggybacked on UN International 
Day of Forests—an annual event of clear relevance to 
my book. KCP authors Carmen Oliver (A Voice for the 
Spirit Bears) and Darren LeBeuf (My Forest is Green) 
joined me for a three-hour Twitter Party, during 
which we shared forest facts, photos and art, and 
links to resources, all hashtagged #IntlForestDay for 
maximum reach. We also gave away a prize pack of 
forest-themed children’s books, generating engage-
ment and buzz. “The Twitter event was a lot of fun to 
be a part of,” Darren says, “and [was] a great example 
of how social media can be used to bring people to-
gether in meaningful ways.” It was also rollicking 
and intense, making me grateful that I’d prepared 
most of my tweets in advance. 

Going Live in Three, Two, One… 
People share video 20 times more than text, making 
it a powerful promotional tool. It’s also an intimidat-
ing one, requiring both technical skill and a level of 
confidence we introverts often lack. I’d mostly avoid-
ed it, until COVID-19 closures generated two unex-
pected opportunities. The National Arts Centre 
launched #CanadaPerforms, a Facebook Live series 
designed to support creators who’d lost gigs to the 
pandemic. Then the Ontario Science Centre told me 
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they were moving their Earth Day celebration to 
Facebook: instead of appearing on site, as we’d origi-
nally planned, would I consider doing a live video? 

Well, kids, I guess we’re learning to live-stream… 
First stop, Facebook’s help centre—which is jar-

gon-filled, error-riddled, and incomplete. Facebook 
also updated their platform just as COVID-19 escalat-
ed, meaning that most YouTube tutorials (my go-to 
for how-to) were instantly out of date. Eventually, I 
determined that there are three ways to go live on 
Facebook.  Professional broadcasters and organiza-
tions like the OSC typically use the most sophisticat-
ed: third-party streaming software that integrates 
with Facebook, providing a high-quality video feed 
with a range of added features. The OSC had been 
live-streaming using Zoom, but during our test runs, 
Facebook repeatedly cancelled the feed five minutes 
in—a big problem for a broadcast meant to last 30 
minutes! 

After a lot of rage-googling, we figured out why. 
To relieve pressure from increased demand on their 
straining servers, Zoom had reduced their video 
quality… and it no longer met Facebook’s standards 
for live-streaming. Zoom wasn’t an option anymore. 

Hour approaching and anxiety rising, I bought 
my own streaming software (Ecamm for Mac) and 
ran both the OSC and the #CanadaPerforms 
livestreams from my kitchen. Neither pet nor pant-
less spouse bombed the broadcasts, fortunately, but I 
did discover that there’s a 20-30 second lag between 
the moment you say something and the moment 
Facebook viewers hear you say it. Meaning that, if 
you’re asking for audience participation, you’ll spend 
a very tense interval convinced that no one is actually 
watching before the comments start rolling in. Take 
your drink of water while you wait. 

Build Community, Not Sales 
During my Earth Day livestream, viewers were di-
rected to thegorillastore.com, where they’d receive a 
free autographed bookplate with every purchase of 

The Boreal Forest. More than 3200 people watched the 
video. Four bought books. 

That demoralizing figure starkly demonstrates 
the attenuated relationship between promotion and 
sales. According to marketing lore, people have to 
encounter your product seven times before they’re 
motivated to buy… and during these uncertain eco-
nomic times, probably even more.  

To cope with this reality, I’m trying to focus my 
promotional efforts on learning new things and 
meeting new people… while hoping that sales will 
build over the long-term. Carmen Oliver, my Twitter 
Party partner, agrees. A major benefit of book pro-
motion, she says, “is the camaraderie that comes 
from it. [We] are part of something bigger, linking 
virtual hands to share [our] passions with the world, 
and serve young readers. In a time when life has 
been turned upside down due to a global pandemic, 
being part of a community and creating literature for 
children has never been more rewarding.” 

Tech Tips for Facebook Live 
Before the Broadcast: 

1. Prepare and practice, but leave room for participation. 

2. Troubleshoot technology well in advance. 

3. Consider wardrobe, lighting, and backgrounds. 

Three Ways to Stream: 

1. Smartphone + Facebook App. For short, informal 
broadcasts with minimal interaction. 

2. Computer + Facebook Live Producer. Choose “Camera” 
to stream using your webcam. Video and audio are 
relatively low quality and may not sync. Cannot cur-
rently “Schedule” if using “Camera,” making advance 
promotion harder. 

3. Third-Party Streaming Software. Higher-quality video 
plus features like overlays or panel discussions. Pro-
grams vary widely in both price point and learning 
curve. 
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Tech Tools for Digital Marketing 
Stock Photography 
www.pixabay.com 
www.shutterstock.com 

Graphic Design 
www.picmonkey.com 

Video Recording, Editing, and Livestreaming (Mac) 
www.support.apple.com/downloads/quicktime 
www.apple.com/ca/imovie/ 
www.ecamm.com 

COVID vs Kidlit:  
CANSCAIPers Share Their Experiences 
Sylvia McNichol: “The moment schools shut down… 
my publicist was on me to schedule a live [Insta-
gram] reading…”  

Laura Langston: “Crwth Press held an online Zoom 
event on May 19th for eight of us with books just out 
or about to release.”  

Helaine Becker: “Every single spring gig and most of 
my fall ones folded up... Particularly tough in a year 
when I had three books on the Forest of Reading list, 
and a new Spring title!”  

Marsha Skrypuch: “The last thing I was able to do 
was a week of presentations in Kelowna during the 
first week of March. During that week, I hugged a 
couple of students on stage. And I shared my micro-
phone with dozens over the week. Will that ever hap-
pen again?” 

Jean Mills: “My publisher was about to start the 
process to have my two YA novels turned into ebooks, 
but when things shut down, that didn't happen… it 
still feels like an opportunity lost.” 

Robin Stevenson: “When You Get The Chance (co-writ-
ten with Tom Ryan) was scheduled for May publica-
tion… A lot of our promotion was tied to Pride events 
in multiple cities, and by mid-April it became appar-
ent that those events and the Pride parades and other 
celebrations would all be cancelled. By the end of 

April, the publisher suggested that we delay publica-
tion for a year.” 

L. E. CARMICHAEL is the 
award-winning author of 
more than 20 STEM books 
for kids and teens, including 
The Boreal Forest (Kids 
Can Press, 2020) and Fuzzy 
Forensics: DNA Finger-
printing Gets Wild (Ash-
by-BP). Visit her at 
www.lecarmichael.ca or on 
Twitter @LE_Carmichael 

BUSINESS BRIEFS  
MANUSCRIPT EVALUATION and COACHING  
Written a first draft and want some feedback on it? 
Need a line-by-line edit? Completed an outline, a first 
chapter and a last chapter, but don't know where to 
go from there? Playing with a half-written man-
uscript that you're not sure merits your continued 
efforts? If your manuscript is aimed at a child or teen 
audience and you're looking for some honest and 
practical feedback, Susan Hughes can help. Get in 
touch with her at susanhughes@sympatico.ca or re-
fer to her website for more information: www.su-
sanhughes.ca. 

DIGITAL VIDEO SERVICES: Have an idea you’d like 
to turn into video? Or just want a sample of your pre-
sentation for your website or your next Writer-in-
Residence application? Epilogue Productions will 
work with you to make it both memorable and af-
fordable. They can shoot footage, edit and insert pre-
vious content whether stills or video, and help you 
post to social media. For more information and to 
see sample videos, visit Epilogueproductions.com or 
email Craig McNicoll at craig@epilogueproduction-
s.com. 
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MAKE YOUR STORY SHINE: Acclaimed children’s 
book writer, editor, teacher and speaker Frieda 
Wishinsky offers editorial services for picture books, 
chapter books and non-fiction proposals. Contact her 
at frieda.wishinsky@gmail.com.   

TED STAUNTON leads Writing Children’s Fiction 
courses I and II, Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
Classes are held at Mabel’s Fables bookstore in cen-
tral Toronto. Writing I surveys all genres of kid lit. 
Writing II is a workshop for experienced writers. 
Click the links below for the George Brown College 
Continuing Education website: https://writing-chil-
dren-s-fiction-i/ or https://writing-children-s-fic-
tion-ii/. Ted also offers individual manuscript men-
toring for writers who want to work one-on-one.  
He provides detailed comments, suggestions, and 
followup discussion. For fees and more info go to: 
www.tedstauntonbooks.com.  

NON-FICTION EDITOR: Ann Benedek’s years as a 
corporate journalist, and as Features Editor of the 
Anglican Church of Canada’s award-winning nation-
al newspaper, provided her with strong skills in 
proofreading and copy editing. If you have a non-
fiction manuscript in need of polish, as well as fact 
checking, please email Ann at ann.severn@gmail.-
com. 

DIGITAL VIDEO SERVICES: Have an idea you’d like 
to turn into video? Or just want a sample of your pre-
sentation for your website or your next Writer-in-
Residence application? Epilogue Productions will 
work with you to make it both memorable and af-
fordable. They can shoot footage, edit and insert pre-
vious content whether stills or video, and help you 
post to social media. For more information and to 
see sample videos, visit epilogueproductions.com or 
email Craig McNicoll at craig@epilogueproduction-
s.com. 

MARKETING 
Editor’s Note: In the 2018 summer issue Beth Pollock 
offered a DIY Guide to marketing. As a reminder, here 
are the websites she recommended. 

1. Query Tracker: Scroll to the bottom of the home 
page for a list of the newest agents in the database 
(who are usually hoping to build their portfolios). 
You’ll also find a list of the newest agent updates, 
showing which agents have just opened/closed to 
queries or moved to a new agency.  

2. The Writer’s Digest Guide to Literary Agents  

3. Literary Rambles is a wonderful resource for chil-
dren’s writers.  

4. Manuscript Wish List: Search by genre and see if 
anyone wants to read a manuscript just like yours. 
Alternatively, choose a few agents you’d love to be 
repped by, and follow them on Twitter.  

5. For information on publishers, check at Query 
Tracker (see above). See also: The Association of 
Canadian Publishers (ACP) website for a list of 
Canadian publishers. Search by “Children’s Books” or 
“Teen and YA” to find all the Canadian publishers 
looking for those genres. Similarly, UK Children’s 
Books names British publishers of children’s books.  

VISITING CREATORS: Librarians and teachers inter-
ested in having author, illustrator and performer vis-
its can check members’ pages on the CANSCAIP 
website at www.canscaip.org. 

SEMINARS: For information about PWAC (Profes-
sional Writers Association of Canada)’s seminars on 
freelance writing see www.networds.ca. 
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